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National News
Attack at Sea Causes Diplomatic Tensions
diplomatic crisis has emerged between Taiwan and the Philippines after a Filipino coast guard ship attacked Taiwanese fishing vessels in the South China Sea.  The assault, which occurred Thursday, May 9th, left 65-year-old Taiwanese fisherman Hung Shih-cheng dead of gunshot wounds.  　(1)　  Officials with the Philippines military initially denied any involvement in the attack but then reversed course, admitting to the action.  　(2)　1

The brazen attack occurred in disputed waters and sparked immediate outrage in Taiwan with some citizens and lawmakers demanding military action against the Philippines.  　(3)　 Taiwanese authorities demanded action from the Philippines including an explanation of what happened, an apology, assurances that any similar incident never occur again and compensation for the family of the fisherman who was killed.  
　(4)　1
Diplomatic officials from Taiwan and the Philippines met in Taipei on May 15th, with the Filipino envoy offering an apology over the incident.  　(5)　 Officials with the U.S. Department of State later became involved in an attempt to ease tensions between two of its closest allies in the region.  The hope is that the two sides can peacefully resolve their differences and move on.
( Discourse Structure
(A)
They also demanded an investigation into the incident and threatened to send naval ships to the area in order to carry out military practice drills focusing on the Philippines as the enemy. 

(B)
However, President Ma Ying-jeou promptly rejected the apology on the grounds that it lacked sincerity.

(C)
His fishing boat, which was crewed by three others including his son, was reportedly riddled with more than 50 bullet holes.

(D)
In Taipei, protesters burned Filipino flags and threw eggs at the Filipino diplomatic affairs office.

(E)
The military claimed that its sailors fired warning shots at the Taiwanese vessel after it attempted to ram the Philippine coastguard ship and said it had nothing to apologize for.
(1) 　　　　　　(2) 　　　　　　(3) 　　　　　　(4) 　　　　　　(5) 　　　　　　1
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( Vocabulary and Idioms
( Patterns
1.
The assault, which occurred Thursday, May 9th, left 65-year-old Taiwanese fisherman Hung Shih-cheng dead of gunshot wounds. 

2.
His fishing boat, which was crewed by three others including his son, was reportedly riddled with more than 50 bullet holes.
關係代名詞前面有「逗點」者，為非限定用法。此用法中的先行詞相當明確，所以關係代名詞所引導的形容詞子句主要是在「補充說明先行詞」，即使整個子句省略了也不影響句意的完整。

．My father, who is a businessman, has to go abroad on business on a regular basis.

　（我爸爸，他是一位商人，經常要到國外出差。）

．Paris, which is seen as a city of romance, attracts millions of tourists annually.

　（巴黎，它被視為浪漫之都，每年都吸引了數百萬名遊客。）
( Translation
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　海上襲擊事件造成外交情勢緊張
艘菲律賓海巡艦在南中國海攻擊臺灣漁船之後，臺、菲兩國之間出現了外交危機。五月九日星期四發生的這起攻擊，導致一位六十五歲的臺灣漁民洪石成因槍傷不治。據報導，他載有包括他兒子在內三名船員的漁船，布滿了五十顆以上的彈孔。菲律賓軍方官員起初否認涉及這起攻擊事件，但後來改變說詞，承認有此一事。該國軍方聲稱，在臺籍漁船試圖撞擊菲國海巡艦之後，菲國的船員鳴槍警告，且表示沒有什麼需要道歉的地方。

此無禮的攻擊發生在有爭議性的海域，並立即引起了臺灣的憤怒。有些國民及立法委員要求對菲律賓展開抗議的軍事行動。在臺北，抗議者燃燒菲律賓國旗，並蛋洗菲律賓外交事務辦公室。臺灣當局要求菲律賓展開包括對事情經過的解釋、道歉、保證類似事件絕不再發生，且對於被害漁民家人補償的行動。他們也要求對此事件展開調查，並威脅會派出海軍艦艇到該地區以菲律賓為目標進行軍事演習。

來自臺灣及菲律賓的外交官員五月十五日在臺北會面，菲律賓外交代表對於此事件表達歉意。然而，馬英九總統因其缺乏誠意而隨即拒絕其道歉。美國國務部官員後來也涉入，試圖減緩其在此地區兩個親近同盟國間的緊張情勢，希望雙方能和平解決歧見。
( Answer
(1) C　(2) E　(3) D　(4) A　(5) B
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International News
Britain’s “Iron Lady” Passes Away at 87
argaret Thatcher, the first and only female Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, has died at the age of 87.  Her 12-year tenure as the leader of the UK was marked with many political highs and lows, and she remained a polarizing figure in her country up until her death on April 8th of this year. 
Thatcher worked her way up through the ranks of the Conservative Party to become its leader in early 1975, just 16 years after entering politics.  This was an extraordinary achievement considering the fact that politics in the United Kingdom, as with most countries at the time, was dominated by men.  She found herself in the nation’s highest office in 1979 when the Conservative Party defeated the Labour Party in a national election.  However, the country that she took over was mired in recession and high unemployment.  The policies that she undertook in an effort to turn the country around and return it to its former glory were very conservative in nature and came to be known as “Thatcherism.”  While these policies were quite popular with the wealthy business elite, they made her extremely unpopular with other groups such as labour unions and people dependent on government assistance. 
In addition to fixing the domestic problems that Britain faced, Thatcher also tried to regain some of the nation’s waning influence in international affairs.  The first and possibly most well-known example of this was the Falkland Island War in which Britain went to war with Argentina over the tiny islands in the South Atlantic that both nations laid claim to.  Victory in the war cemented her reputation as a strong leader who would not back down. 
By 1990, when Thatcher’s tenure ended, the UK had largely transformed into a very different country from when she took power.  Whether this transformation was good or bad is still something that stirs up heated debate.
( Multiple Choice
　　 1.
According to the passage, the policies Thatcher adopted 　　　　　.

(A) were embraced by most of the people in the UK

(B) were met with rejection by the people of lower social status

(C) could only be conducted in some parts of the country

(D) could not be accepted until the country experienced its economic recession
　　 2.
In the passage, “back down” means 　　　　　.

(A) to yield
(B) to resign
(C) to retreat
(D) to lose
　　 3.
Which of the following about Thatcher is true?

(A) She had been the leader of Conservative Party for 16 years.

(B) She made a great effort to restore her country’s reputation in international affairs.

(C) She was accused of going to war with Argentina over some tiny islands in the Pacific.

(D) Though not accepted in the beginning, Thatcher was recognized as a great leader by both
political parties.
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( Vocabulary and Idioms
( Patterns
She found herself in the nation’s highest office in 1979 when the Conservative Party defeated the Labour Party in a national election.
本句為S + find + O + OC 的句型，受詞補語可以是現在分詞（表主動）、過去分詞（表被動）、形容詞或是副詞片語。
．
Thomas found his classmate cheating on the exam.（湯瑪斯發現他的同學考試作弊。）
．
After getting to the office, Maria found the door locked and she just remembered that she didn’t have the key with her.（到了辦公室以後，瑪麗亞發現門是鎖著的，而她剛剛才想起她並沒有帶鑰匙。）

．Many children at the party found the clown amusing.（派對裡很多小孩覺得這個小丑很好笑。）

．
After receiving the invitation, Brenda found herself in a dilemma.  She could not decide whether she should go to the party or stay home preparing for the test the next day.（在收到邀請之後，布蘭達發現她自己身陷兩難。她無法決定是否該去派對，或是留在家裡為隔天的考試作準備。）
( Translation

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　英國「鐵娘子」逝世，享壽八十七歲
國第一位，也是唯一一位女性首相瑪格麗特‧柴契爾逝世，享壽八十七歲。在她身為英國領袖的這十二年任期中，有許多政治的起起落落，直到今年四月八日她過世時，她仍然是英國一位兩極化評價的人物。
在進入政壇僅僅十六年之後，柴契爾在保守黨一路獲得拔擢，在1975年初成為該黨領袖。就英國政壇而言，如同當時大部分國家一樣都由男性主導，這是一項非凡的成就。在1979年國家大選中，保守黨打敗工黨後，她就成為國家最高領袖。然而，她所接掌的國家身陷經濟衰退及高失業率。她所努力要扭轉國家局勢、重返以往榮耀的政策性質相當保守，而逐漸被稱為「柴契爾主義」。雖然這些政策相當受到富有的企業菁英青睞，卻使得她非常不受其他像是工會的團體和依賴政府救助者的歡迎。
除了解決英國所面臨的內政問題，柴契爾也試著重振一些該國在國際事務上逐漸勢微的影響力。第一個且可能是最為人所知的例子是英國和阿根廷兩國聲稱南大西洋上的這些小島是該國領土而展開的福克蘭群島戰爭。這場戰役的勝利鞏固了她不屈服的強勢領導人的名聲。
到了1990年，當柴契爾政權結束時，英國幾乎已轉變成一個和她執政時很不一樣的國家。不論這個轉變是好或是壞，這仍然是一個引起熱烈討論的話題。
( Answer
(1) B　(2) A　(3) B
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(	船的種類有很多種，常見運動休閒用的有：帆船（sailboat）、獨木舟（canoe）、遊艇（yacht）、西式划艇（rowing boat）、義大利鳳尾船（gondola）。而商業用的有：貨船（cargo boat）、渡輪（ferry）、商船（merchant ship）、漁船（fishing boat）。至於軍警用途的則有：巡邏艦（coastguard cutter）、驅逐艦（destroyer）、潛水艇（submarine）、航空母艦（aircraft carrier）等。
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(	英國全名為大不列顛暨北愛爾蘭聯合王國（The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland），又簡稱聯合王國（United Kingdom）或不列顛（Britain），由英格蘭（England）、蘇格蘭（Scotland）、北愛爾蘭（Northern Ireland）和威爾斯（Wales）四個國家聯合而成，是一個已開發國家（developed country）、世界上第一個民主國家（democratic country）和第一個工業化國家（industrialized country）。
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