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NEWSCOPE   
龍騰文化全球資訊網：http://www.lungteng.com.tw（本刊物同步刊載於龍騰文化全球資訊網，歡迎教師、同學下載）
National News
Low-Cost Airlines Offer Cheap Travel Alternatives
n the past two decades, fuel prices have soared and the cost of air travel has increased accordingly.  However, in recent years 　(1)　 a rise in the number of budget airlines operating around the world.  These operations have given people, especially those with modest incomes such as students and young travelers, an opportunity to fly to destinations around the world 　(2)　 a considerably lower cost than if they were to use a major carrier.  As a result, the popularity of these budget airlines is growing rapidly.

However, as the old saying goes, “You get 　(3)　 you pay for.”  Budget carriers are able to offer low fare prices by cutting corners in other areas in order to reduce operating costs.  In most cases, this means offering fewer in-flight services such as meals, entertainment and 　(4)　 complimentary services which passengers on major airlines have come to expect.  Passenger safety, 　(5)　, is generally not compromised since these airlines must still adhere to the regulations and safety guidelines of national and international aviation authorities.  Put simply, the aircraft must be serviced and maintained at levels that are set by the industry as a whole, 　(6)　 the airlines themselves.

This is not to say, 　(7)　, that choosing to fly on a budget carrier is without risks or problems.  For example, over this past Chinese New Year, 34 travelers heading to Japan from Taiwan missed their flight on Singapore-based budget airline Jetstar Asia 　(8)　 problems when they were checking in.  The airline lacked the basic airport infrastructure of a major carrier and had to 　(9)　 China Airlines to check in their passengers.  However, after delays and problems with the system, the flight departed before all of the passengers could get aboard, 　(10)　 their holiday plans.  Stories like this should remind customers choosing budget airlines of another saying—“buyer beware.”
( Multiple Choices
　　 1.
(A) there is
(B) there has been
(C) there has
(D) there have been 

　　 2.
(A) in   
(B) by  
(C) at 
(D) for

　　 3.
(A) what  
(B) it  
(C) that  
(D) which

　　 4.
(A) another  
(B) other  
(C) the other  
(D) any other 

　　 5.
(A) on the other hand  

(B) by no means  

(C) in other words  

(D) under no circumstances

　　 6.
(A) or  
(B) nor   
(C) not  
(D) but

　　 7.
(A) by comparison  
(B) as a result  
(C) thus  
(D) though 

　　 8.
(A) but for  
(B) resulting in  
(C) due to  
(D) for fear of

　　 9.
(A) blame on  
(B) count on  
(C) carry on  
(D) fall on 

　　 10.
(A) thus ruined  
(B) ruined  
(C) and ruining  
(D) ruining
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( Patterns
This is not to say, though, that choosing to fly on a budget carrier is without risks or problems.

though 在句中可當做連接詞或副詞，以下為兩種常見的用法：

1.
當連接詞時，表「雖然」，可置於句首或句中。

(
Though the critics highly praised the movie, not too many people were interested in it. 

→ Not too many people were interested in the movie though the critics highly praised it.

（雖然影評高度地讚賞這部電影，但並沒有太多人對它感興趣。）

2.
當副詞時，表「不過；可是」，可置於句中或句尾。

(
The final exam is around the corner.  Some students, though, are still busy playing online games.

（期末考快到了。不過有些學生人仍然忙著玩線上遊戲。）

(
The job is demanding; I enjoy it, though.（這項工作要求很高；不過我喜歡。）

( Translation
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　廉價航空提供便宜的旅行選擇
過去的二十年中，油價持續飆漲，而航空旅遊的費用也因此跟著增加。然而，近年來在世界各地營運的廉價航空公司已經持續增加。這些公司給人們，尤其像是學生和年輕遊客這樣沒有太多收入的人，一個可以用比原本乘坐大型航空公司的飛機相對之下低很多的價格飛往世界各地旅遊地點的機會。因此，這些廉價航空的人氣也迅速地飆漲。

然而，如同諺語所說：「一分錢，一分貨」。廉價航空公司藉著在其他方面節省營運費用，以能夠提供低票價。通常，這意味著提供較少的機上服務，像是餐點、娛樂和其他旅客們期待大型航空公司會提供乘客們的免費服務。不過在另一方面，乘客的安全，通常不會被忽視，因為這些航空公司仍然必須遵守國家和國際航空當局所訂的法規以及安全指導方針。簡單地說，一般而言，飛機需依整個航空業，而非航空公司本身所訂的規矩接受維修保養。

不過，這並不是說選擇搭乘廉價航空的班機是沒有風險或問題的。例如，在剛過完的春節假期間，三十四位從臺灣前往日本搭乘新加坡經營的廉價航空，捷星航空的班機時，因為他們報到的問題而錯過了班機。這個航空公司因缺乏大型航空公司所有的機場基本組織，而必須依賴華航來替乘客辦理報到手續。不過，因為誤點以及系統所產生的問題，使得該班機在所有旅客可以登機前就起飛了，因而破壞了他們的假期。像這樣的報導應該可以提醒選擇廉價航空的旅客另一句諺語──「顧客當心」。
( Answer
(1) B　(2) C　(3) A　(4) B　(5) A　(6) C　(7) D　(8) C　(9) B　(10) D
Newscope　　新聞瞭望臺　第七十期

International News
Meteor Explodes Over Russia
n the largest event of its kind in over a century, a massive meteor entered Earth’s atmosphere on the morning of February 15th and exploded over the southern Ural region of Russia.  The incident came as a huge surprise to both scientists and area residents since no relevant authorities seemed to be aware that the space rock had been on a collision course with Earth.  The meteor exploded at an altitude of between 15 and 25 kilometers causing a shock wave that damaged over 4,000 buildings in the city of Chelyabinsk.  Fortunately, there were no fatalities that resulted from the disaster, but approximately 1,500 people sought medical attention for injuries which were sustained primarily as a result of flying glass from broken windows.

Questions remain as to why authorities such as NASA, the European Space Agency or the Russian Space Agency had not been tracking the meteor which was estimated to be over 15 meters in diameter and to weigh around 10,000 tons.  Large objects in space that come close to Earth are routinely followed and sometimes reported in the news, but the first reports of the Chelyabinsk meteor were from surprised people on the ground who witnessed the fiery rock shooting across the sky.  Many drivers with dashboard-mounted cameras caught the meteor on video and posted on the amazing footage to Internet websites such as YouTube. 

The meteor strike came as a sobering reminder of the potential dangers that our planet faces in respect to large objects in space.  Experts insist that this was a once-in-a-century phenomenon and that the chances of a “planet killing” object (such as the one many believe to be responsible for the extinction of the dinosaurs) hitting Earth in the foreseeable future are extremely small.
( Multiple Choices
　　 1.
According to the passage, which of the following statements is false?


(A) The meteor itself did not actually hit the surface of the planet.


(B) The meteor blew up 15 to 25 meters over the city of Chelyabinsk.


(C) Nobody died in the incident but there were many injuries.


(D) Thousands of buildings were damaged by the force of the explosion.

　　 2.
What is meant by the word altitude in paragraph 1?


(A) Distance.
(B) Depth.
(C) Length.
(D) Height.

　　 3.
What can be inferred from the passage?


(A)  Scientists may one day be able to destroy meteors before they reach Earth.


(B)  The next meteor to strike Earth will probably cause much more damage.


(C)  It is very unlikely that a meteor will destroy life on Earth any time soon.


(D)  We can expect more and more large meteors to hit Earth in the next century.
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Experts insist that this was a once-in-a-century phenomenon and that the chances of a “planet killing” object (such as the one many believe to be responsible for the extinction of the dinosaurs) hitting Earth in the foreseeable future are extremely small.

在 “S + insist/think/believe/consider/know/find…(that) + S + V and that + S + V” 的句型中，第一個that可省略，但第二個that則不可省略。

(
The government insists (that) the new economic policy will boost the country’s economy and that it should be implemented as soon as possible.

（政府堅稱這項新的經濟政策將會提升國家的經濟，而且應該要儘快實施。）
(
I think (that) Jason is an honest man and that he would never cheat on his girlfriend.

（我認為傑森是一個誠實的男人，還有他絕不會欺騙他的女朋友。）

( Translation

隕石爆裂於俄羅斯上空
顆巨大的隕石，在2月15日上午進入地球的大氣層，並在俄國烏拉山區上空爆裂，這是百年來該類事件中最大的一宗。此事件令科學家及該地區的居民十分震驚，因為似乎沒有相關當局察覺到這個太空巨石一直在與地球相撞的軌道上。這個隕石在海拔高度約十五至二十五公里處爆炸，造成了破壞車里雅賓斯克超過四千棟建築物的震波。幸運的是，並沒有人因為這起災難死亡，但大約有一千五百人因受傷而就醫，這些傷經確認主要是由於破裂的窗戶所飛出的玻璃碎片而受傷。

至於為何有關當局，像是美國太空總署、歐洲太空總署或俄國太空總署並沒有追蹤到這顆估計直徑超過十五公尺，重約一萬公噸的隕石，仍然是個謎。接近地球的大型物體通常會被追蹤或在新聞中報導，但是車里雅賓斯克的隕石最先的報導是來自於地面上目睹這燃燒的巨石劃過天際而受到驚嚇的人們。許多有行車紀錄器的駕駛人在錄影上捕捉到這個隕石，並且把驚人的片段登載在像是YouTube的網站上。

隕石的襲擊，深刻地提醒我們的星球所面臨在太空中有關大型物體的潛在危險。專家堅稱這是一世紀才發生一次的現象，還有，謀殺星球的物體（像是很多人相信造成恐龍絕種的元兇），在可見的未來撞擊地球的機會微乎其微。
( Answer
(1) B　(2) D　(3) C
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(	愈來愈多的年輕人在旅行時，選擇自助旅行（backpacking），而非參加套裝行程（package tour）。他們從計劃行程（itinerary）、申請簽證（apply for a visa） 、訂機票（book flight tickets）到預定飯店房間（reserve a hotel room），都自己一手包辦。他們認為這樣的旅行方式除了能擴展他們的視野（broaden their horizons）外，也能深入了解異國文化（exotic cultures）和培養獨立的（independent）精神。
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(	在太空中，除了星球（planet）外，還有很多物體（object）。當中最大的是小行星（asteroid），是由不同物質所組成的堅固石頭。當這些大石頭落在自然天體的表面上時，我們稱它們為隕石（meteor）。當它們進入大氣層時，撞擊壓力使物體被加熱和放射出光線，留下一道可見光的稱為流星（shooting star, falling star）。慧星（comet）則是由灰塵和小的像石頭般的分子（particle）所形成，可由其長長的尾巴（tail）辨別。
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