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NEWSCOPE   
龍騰文化全球資訊網：http://www.lungteng.com.tw（本刊物同步刊載於龍騰文化全球資訊網，歡迎教師、同學下載）
National News
Trend of Post-Secondary Students Delaying Graduation Worries Experts
tatistics recently released by the Ministry of Education indicate that almost 20% of students doing undergraduate and post-graduate course work at university are taking longer than they should to complete their studies and graduate.  　(1)　  Government authorities have been investigating this worrying trend in order to identify any negative effects it may have on individuals and society.  

　　　(2)　  For some, it may be due to the nature of the course work they are taking, such as studying a particularly challenging subject or doing a double major.  　(3)　  In today’s tough economic times, it is often recent graduates with little or no experience who have the most difficulty landing a job.  The solution for some people in this situation, therefore, is simply to put it off looking for work for another year or two. 

　　　(4)　  For one thing, if more and more people are postponing their entry into the job market, it may create a surplus of qualified graduates over time, which may increase the level of competition and make it even harder for young people to get a job in the future.  In addition, there have been warnings by economists that staying in school rather than getting out and entering the workforce has a generally negative effect on the productivity and economic health of the nation.  　(5)　 1
(Discourse Structure
(A)
Experts point to a number of reasons why students may opt to delay their graduation for a year or even more.

(B)
For others, however, it is believed to be related to other factors such as the pressure of having to leave their student life behind and enter an increasingly competitive and demanding job market.

(C)
Clearly, this issue needs to be addressed by both universities and the government if it is going to be resolved.

(D)
The latest figure of more than 54,000 students is up dramatically from a decade ago when it stood at approximately 30,000.

(E)
Experts have warned of possible consequences if this trend continues at its current rate.
(1) 　　　　　　(2) 　　　　　　(3) 　　　　　　(4) 　　　　　　(5) 　　　　　　1
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( Vocabulary and Idioms
	1.
statistics [stD't0st0ks] n. 統計數字
2.
undergraduate [`KndQ'gr$dI70t] adj. 大學生的
3.
post-graduate [`post'gr$dI7`0t] adj. 研究生的
4.
dramatically [drD'm$t0k90] adv. 急遽地
5.
approximately [D'prAksDm0tl0] adv. 大約
6.
authority [D'LCrDt0] n. 當局
7.
investigate [0n'vGstD`get] v. 調查
8.
identify [a0'dGntD`fa0] v. 確認；鑑定
9.
opt [Apt] v. 選擇
10.
competitive [kDm'pGtDt0v] adj. 競爭激烈的
	11.
demanding [d0'm$nd0H] adj. 艱鉅的；費力的
12.
land a job v. phr. 找到工作
13.
consequence ['kAnsD`kwGns] n. 後果
14.
postpone [post'pon] v. 延後
15.
surplus ['s"plDs] n. 過剩；盈餘
16.
qualified ['kwAlD`fa0d] adj. 有資格的；勝任的
17.
workforce ['w"k`fors] n. 勞動力；員工總數
18.
productivity [`prodKk't0vDt0] n. 生產力
19.
address [D'drGs] v. 處理；解決
20.
resolve [r0'zAlv] v. 解決


( Patterns
In addition, there have been warnings by economists that staying in school rather than getting out and entering the workforce has a generally negative effect on the productivity and economic health of the nation.

( rather than 可以當作一對等連接詞，意思相當於but not，而其所連接的詞需與其前面的詞的詞性相同。

．Thomas ran rather than walked because he was late.

（湯瑪斯用跑的而不是用走的，因為他遲到了。）

．I had juice rather than coffee since it would keep me awake. 

（我喝果汁而不是咖啡，因為那會讓我睡不著。）
( rather than另外也可以當作介系詞，其後接名詞，一般放於句首。

．Rather than just taking medicine supplement, you should go to a doctor if you feel very sick.

（當你覺得病得很重時，應該要去看醫生，而非只是吃藥。）
( Translation
大專生延畢趨勢使專家憂心
近由教育部所統計的數字指出，幾乎有百分之二十的大專生及研究生在校修課的時間比他們應該要完成學業然後畢業的時間要長。最近的數字顯示有超過五萬四千位學生這麼做，比起十年前的約三萬人要急遽上升很多。政府當局已經開始調查這個令人擔憂的趨勢，以找出它可能對於個人及社會所產生的負面影響。

專家指出一些學生會選擇延畢一年或甚至更久的原因。對有些人而言，是因為他們所選課程的特性，例如唸一個特別具有挑戰性的科系或是雙主修。然而，對有些人而言，有人認為與其他的原因，像是必須離開學生生活，進入一個愈來愈競爭且困難重重的職場而產生的壓力有關。在現今經濟艱難的時期當中，常常是那些最近剛畢業而幾乎沒有工作經驗的畢業生難以找到工作。因此，對一些有這樣情況的人來說，解決方法就是延後一年或兩年再開始找工作。

專家們已經對這個趨勢以現在的速度持續下去所可能產生的後果提出警告。一方面，如果愈來愈多人延後進入職場，時間一久可能會造成具有資格的畢業生過剩，這可能增加競爭的程度，而使得年輕人在將來更難找到工作。此外，經濟專家已警告留在學校而不離開然後進入職場，一般來說，對於國家的生產力和經濟的健全會有負面的影響。很明顯的，這個議題需要由大學及政府共同來想辦法解決。
( Answer
(1) D　(2) A　(3) B　(4) E　(5) C
Newscope　　新聞瞭望臺　第六十八期

International News
London Olympics a Huge Success
rom the extravagant opening and closing ceremonies to the extraordinary performances of the athletes, the 2012 London Olympic Games were a smashing success, considered by many to be the best Games ever.  Concerns regarding security and disruption of life in one of the world’s greatest cities proved to be unfounded as the event went off without a hitch.  The seventeen-day spectacle witnessed over 10,000 athletes competing in 26 different sports.

　　The United States won the most medals of any country for the fifth Summer Olympics in a row.  Their total of 104 outpaced China and Russia which won 88 and 82 total medals respectively.  The U.S. also claimed top spot in the gold medal race with 46, edging out China’s 38.  Many experts predicted that China, which won an astonishing 51 gold medals at the Beijing Olympics four years ago, would once again finish atop the gold medal table, but the performances of the American athletes proved too strong to overcome.  Perhaps the most impressive and surprising results were turned in by the host country, Great Britain.  They finished a strong fourth in total medals with 65 and third in gold medals with 29, surpassing all expectations and delighting the nation’s citizens.

　　Many individual athletes enjoyed great success in the Games as well.  Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt, the world’s fastest man, made history by becoming the first Olympian to defend the 100m and 200m sprint titles.  Combined with his team’s victory in the 4×100m race, Bolt now boasts a perfect record of 6 gold medals in 6 Olympic races.  American swimmer Michael Phelps also added to his legend by winning another 4 gold and 2 silver medals, making him not only the leading medal winner of the 2012 Olympics but also the most decorated Olympian of all time.
( Multiple Choices
　　 1.
According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT true?

　　
(A) The U.S. led the games both in total medals and in total gold medals.

　　
(B) China won more medals than Russia and Great Britain.

　　
(C) China won fewer gold medals in 2012 than they did in 2008.

　　
(D) The U.S. has won the most gold medals for the last five Olympic Games.

　　 2.
What is meant by the expression “went off without a hitch”?

　　
(A) Encountered minor problems.
(B) Occurred without any trouble.

　　
(C) Almost did not happen.
(D) Did not have to be repaired.

　　 3.
What can be inferred from the passage?

　　
(A) The U.S. was expected to win more gold medals than any other country.

　　
(B) It came as no surprise that Great Britain performed so well at the Games.

　　
(C) Usain Bolt won the 100m and 200m sprints in the last Olympic Games.

　　
(D) Usain Bolt has won more Olympic gold medals than Michael Phelps.
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( Vocabulary and Idioms
	1.
extravagant [0k'str$vDgDnt] adj. 奢侈的；浪費的
2.
extraordinary [0k'stCrd%`Gr0] adj. 非凡的；傑出的
3.
smashing ['sm$N0H] adj. 極好的
4.
regarding [r0'gArd0H] prep. 關於
5.
disruption [d0s'rKpNDn] n. 擾亂；打亂
6.
unfounded [Kn'fa7nd0d] adj. 無事實根據的
7.
go off v. phr. 進行
8.
without a hitch adv. phr. 順利
9.
spectacle ['spGktDk9] n. 大場面
10.
in a row adv. phr. 連續不斷地
	11.
outpace [a7t'pes] v. 勝過；超過
12.
respectively [r0'spGkt0vl0] adv. 分別地
13.
edge out sth. v. phr. 使喪失地位或權力；擠出
14.
astonishing [D'stAn0N0H] adj. 驚人的
15.
atop [D'tAp] prep. 在……頂上
16.
turn in v. phr. 取得（分數）
17.
surpass [sQ'p$s] v. 優於；超過

18.
sprinter ['spr0ntQ] n. 短跑者
19.
boast [bost] v. 有（引以為榮的事物）
20.
decorate ['dGkD`ret] v. 授予獎章或獎狀


( Patterns
Concerns regarding security and disruption of life in one of the world’s greatest cities proved to be unfounded as the event went off without a hitch.

( as為一連接詞，其常見的意思及用法如下：

(1)
表「當……的時候」



．All the guests cheered happily as the groom kissed the bride.



　（當新郎親吻新娘時，所有的賓客都高興地歡呼。）
(2)
表「由於；因為」



．As his parents were still working, Jamie had to fix dinner on his own.



　（因為傑米的父母親仍在工作，他必須自己打理晚餐。）
(3)
表「即使；雖然」



．Young as Amy is, she has been working for a big company for ten years.



　（雖然艾咪年紀很輕，但她已經為一家大公司工作十年了。）
( Translation

倫敦奧運空前成功
絢麗的開幕和閉幕典禮，到運動員們非凡的表現，2012年倫敦奧運空前成功，被許多人認為是有史以來最棒的奧運。有關於安全以及對於這個世界最大城市之一的生活干擾的擔憂，最後被證實是毫無根據的，因為這場奧運賽事進行地相當順利。為期十七天的盛大賽事中見證了超過一萬名運動員在二十六個比賽項目中較勁。

　　美國連續五次在夏季奧運中贏得最多獎牌。他們104面的總獎牌數勝過了中國以及俄羅斯，他們分別贏得88面和82面獎牌。美國也在金牌總數上以46面金牌稱霸，氣走了中國的38面。許多專家預測在四年前的北京奧運中獲得驚人的51面金牌的中國，會再一次在金牌總數表上稱冠，但美國運動員的表現顯然是太過強悍而難以戰勝。也許最令人印象深刻且驚訝的結果，是由主辦國英國所呈現的。他們以65面獎牌名列總獎牌數第四名，而29面金牌名列金牌數第三名，這遠超過了預期，且使得英國人為之欣喜若狂。

　　許多運動員也在這次的比賽中享受成功的果實。被譽為全世界最快的人的牙買加短跑選手Usain Bolt，以成為第一位捍衛一百以及兩百公尺短跑金牌頭銜寫下歷史。加上他的代表隊的四百公尺接力勝利，Bolt現在擁有六次奧運中得到六面金牌的完美記錄。美國泳將Michael Phelps也以贏得另外四面金牌以及兩面銀牌，為他的傳奇多加上一筆，使他不但成為2012奧運中贏得最多獎牌的人，也是有史以來得到最多獎牌的奧運選手。
( Answer
(1) D　(2) B　(3) C
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Before You Read





(	每四年舉行一次的奧林匹克運動會（Olympic Games），比賽項目眾多，常見的有：田徑（athletics）、體操（gymnastics）、水上運動（aquatics）、射擊（shooting）、射箭（archery）、自行車（cycling）、擊劍（fencing）、馬術（equestrian）、帆船（sailing）及各項球類競賽（ball games）。臺灣代表隊較常參加的有：跆拳道（taekwondo）、舉重（weightlifting）、擊劍、桌球（table tennis）、羽球（badminton）、網球（tennis）、射箭等。對於運動選手（athlete）來說，贏得獎牌（medal）為國爭光是他們的最終目標（final goal），但他們也都具有勝不驕敗不餒的運動家精神（sportsmanship）。
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Before You Read





(	大學（college; university）或研究所（graduate school）畢業生（graduate）在離開學校進入職場（job market）前，通常會尋找正在招募（recruit）新員工（employee）且適合自己的公司（corporation; company）或機構（organization）投遞履歷表（resume）。如果資格符合且通過篩選的話，可能就有面試（interview）的機會。在面試的過程中，面試官（interviewer）會根據受試者（interviewee）的面試表現以及曾有的經歷（experience）和資格（qualification）來決定是否雇用（hire; employ）他。在現代競爭激烈（competitive）的職場中，其實每一個職缺（job vacancy）都有很多的申請者（applicant）擠破頭競爭，因此，如何使自己成為一位合格的（qualified）工作申請者是必要的。
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