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NEWSCOPE   
龍騰文化全球資訊網：http://www.lungteng.com.tw（本刊物同步刊載於龍騰文化全球資訊網，歡迎教師、同學下載）
National News
New Seat Belt Measures Come into Effect
n February 1, 2012, a new law requiring 　(1)　 seat passengers in vehicles to wear their seat belts came into effect.  The law comes more than a decade after 　(2)　 legislation mandated that drivers and front-seat passengers must buckle up.  It is hoped that the new 　(3)　 will reduce the incidence of serious injury and death for back-seat passengers riding in vehicles that become involved in traffic accidents.  According to government statistics, the use of seat belts has 　(4)　 reduced the death rate from traffic accidents over the past decade.  


Requiring back-seat passengers to buckle up was 　(5)　 proposed over five years ago after a severe crash which almost led to the death of the wife of Taichung Mayor Jason Hu who was not wearing a safety belt at the time.  It was not until another accident, this one fatal, involving a granddaughter of ROC founder Sun Yat-sen in early 2011, however, that lawmakers were able to 　(6)　 their differences aside and take action to pass a seat belt law.


Police officers throughout Taiwan commenced enforcing the law on the morning of February 1, handing out 　(7)　 ranging from NT$1,500 to NT$6,000.  Fines must be paid by the driver of the vehicle rather than the passengers who 　(8)　 to comply with the law.  Taxi drivers, however, are not expected to pay fines for their passengers as long as they 　(9)　 them of the requirement to buckle up.  Passengers in taxis who fail to fasten their safety belts will be fined instead.


According to government officials, there is widespread 　(10)　 for the new seat belt law and the vast majority of people who were surveyed responded that they would comply with the regulations.
(Cloze
	(A) put
 (B) inform
 (C) similar
 (D) first
 (E) support
(F) rear
 (G) drastically
 (H) measure
 (I)   tickets
 (J) fail


(1) 　　　　　　(2) 　　　　　　(3) 　　　　　　(4) 　　　　　　(5)   　　　　　　1

(6) 　　　　　　(7) 　　　　　　(8) 　　　　　　(9) 　　　　　　(10) 　　　　　　1
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It was not until another accident, this one fatal, involving a granddaughter of ROC founder Sun Yat-sen in early 2011, however, that lawmakers were able to put their differences aside and take action to pass a seat belt law.

It is/was not until…that…  直到……才……。其類似的句型用法舉例如下：
‧It was not until Joe was fined that he started to comply with the regulation.

→ Joe did not start to comply with the regulation until he was fined.

→ Not until Joe was fined did he start to comply with the regulation.

（直到Joe被罰款後他才開始遵守這項規定。）
‧It is not until most people lose their health that they realize its importance.

→ Most people do not realize the importance of health until they lose it.

→ Not until most people lose their health do they realize its importance.

（大部分的人直到失去健康後才了解它的重要。）
( Translation
新的安全帶措施開始實施
○一二年二月一日，一項要求車輛後座乘客需要繫安全帶的新法令開始實施。這項法令是在一個要求駕駛人及前座乘客必須繫安全帶的類似立法十多年後才實施的。希望這項新措施會降低車輛後座乘客在車禍事件中嚴重傷害及死亡的情事。根據政府統計數據，安全帶的使用在過去十年已經大大降低交通事故的死亡率。
要求後座乘客要繫安全帶起初是在五年多前在一場嚴重車禍使臺中市長胡志強的夫人，因當時沒有繫安全帶而幾乎致死的車禍後提出的。然而，直到另一件牽涉到中華民國創立者孫中山先生的孫女在二○一一年初致命的死亡車禍時，立法委員們才把他們的歧見放在一旁，並採取行動通過安全帶法令。
全臺的警官在二月一日早晨開始執行這項法令，開出一千五百至六千元的罰單，罰金必須由車輛的駕駛人來付，而不是沒有遵守這項法令的乘客。然而，計程車司機只要有告知乘客要繫安全帶的要求，就不需為他們的乘客付罰金，而是沒有繫安全帶的計程車乘客必須被罰。
根據政府官員指出，這項新的安全帶的法令獲得廣泛的支持，且受訪的大多數人都回應他們會遵守這項法規。
( Answer
(1) F　(2) C　(3) H　(4) G　(5) D　(6) A　(7) I　(8) J　(9) B　(10) E
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International News
Italian Cruise Ship Runs Aground
xactly one century after the sinking of the famed ocean liner Titanic, another luxury liner has suffered disaster.  At the outset of a week-long cruise of the Mediterranean Sea, the Italian cruise liner Costa Concordia struck a reef near shore.  Little more than an hour after the grounding, flooding within the ship caused it to list to one side, and eventually it came to rest on the ocean floor with roughly half of its structure above the water.  It was only due to the vessel’s close proximity to land and the shallow depth of the water that the ship was saved from sinking entirely beneath the waves.  The Costa Concordia, with over 4,000 passengers and crew onboard, was eventually evacuated successfully, but not before 17 people had lost their lives.  In addition to the dead, over sixty people are reported to have suffered injuries and a further fifteen people are listed as missing and are presumed dead.

The sinking of the Costa Concordia captivated the world’s attention, not only because of the seriousness of the calamity but also due to the actions of the ship’s captain.  Soon after departure, Captain Francesco Schettino reportedly set a course for his ship which deviated from that which he was supposed to follow.  He guided the massive Costa Concordia too close to land in shallow water.  As a result, the ship struck ground and a 50 meter-long gash was ripped into the ship’s hull which caused serious flooding.  Within minutes the ship had lost power and the boat was helpless.  However, according to passengers and Italian authorities, the captain did not issue the order to abandon ship until well over one hour after the initial incident.  In addition, he fled the ship while there were still many passengers and crew aboard who were still fighting to get to safety.  The captain is now facing criminal charges for failing in his sworn duty to keep his passengers safe.
( Multiple Choices
　　 1.
According to the passage, which of the following is true? 


(A) Only 17 people were saved from the Costa Concordia.

(B) The Costa Concordia sank completely under the water.

(C) Not all of the people who died in the disaster have been found.


(D) The ship was following the exact course that had been planned.

　　 2.
What is meant by the word vessel? 


(A) Hole.
(B) Boat.
(C) Power.
(D) Crew.
　　 3.
What can be inferred from the passage? 


(A) It’s no longer considered to be safe to travel anywhere by ship.


(B) The captain of the ship may go to jail for his role in the disaster.


(C) The passengers and crew were very grateful for the help of the ship’s captain.

(D) The Costa Concordia sank for the same reason as the Titanic a century earlier.
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Soon after departure, Captain Francesco Schettino reportedly set a course for his ship which deviated from that which he was supposed to follow.

句中的that代替前面所提過的a course。在英文句子中，that可用來代替前面所提過的單數名詞，而those則可用來代替前面所提過的複數名詞。
‧The fine for speeding in this city seems heavier than that in neighboring cities.

（在這個城市的超速罰款似乎比鄰近的城市重。）
‧The meals in this restaurant do not taste as good as those in the one near my house.

（這家餐廳的餐點沒有我們家附近的那家好吃。）
( Translation

義大利郵輪觸礁
知名的海洋郵輪鐵達尼號沉船剛好整整一個世紀後，另一艘豪華郵輪遭受到了災難。在為期一星期的地中海巡航開始時，這艘義大利郵輪歌詩達協和號撞上了接近岸邊的暗礁。在擱淺一小時後不久，船艙內的淹水使得船往一邊傾斜，而最後船只有約一半左右的船身露出水面停在海面上。是因為這艘船太過靠近陸地以及水深極淺，才未使整艘船沉沒到海底下。船上共載有四千多名乘客及工作人員的歌詩達協和號，最後成功地將人員撤離，不過已是在十七人已經喪生之後了。除了這些喪生的人，據報導有超過六十人受傷，而且還有十五人被列失蹤，且被認定已經喪生。
歌詩達協和號的沉沒吸引了全世界的注意，不只是因為這場船難的嚴重程度，還是因為該船船長的行為。據報導在開船不久後，船長設定的航道偏離了他原本該要依循的。他把這艘巨大的歌詩達協和號引導到太近陸地的淺水域。因此，這艘船撞擊到陸地，且在船身上劃開了一道五十公尺長的裂縫，而導致嚴重的淹水。幾分鐘之內，這艘船就失去動力，卻無計可施。然而，根據乘客及義大利當局指出，船長直到事件開始發生超過一小時後才發布棄船的命令。此外，當還有許多乘客及工作人員在船上想辦法逃生時，他就逃離開船。這位船長現在因為沒能按照他所立下要保護乘客安全的誓言而面臨刑事起訴。
( Answer
(1) C　(2) B　(3) B
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Before You Read





(	船隻（vessel）的種類有很多，例如：常見運動項目中的划艇（rowing boat）、木排（愛斯基摩小船；kayak）、獨木舟（canoe）、義大利威尼斯的平板船（gondola）、運送貨物的貨輪（cargo ship; container ship）、出海捕魚的漁船（fishing boat）、港口間短程載客的渡輪（ferry）、休閒度假時乘坐的遊艇（yacht），甚至是潛在海洋底下的潛水艇（submarine）或停放戰機的航空母艦（aircraft carrier）等都是。
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Before You Read





(常見引起交通事故（traffic accident）的原因有：超速（speeding）、闖紅燈（running a red light）、酒駕（drunken driving; drive under the influence）、或未保持行車距離（tailgating）。而當事故發生時，車上成人（adult）若有繫上安全帶（seat belt），嬰兒乘坐嬰兒安全座椅（baby car seat; baby seat），亦或是兒童乘坐兒童汽車座椅（child car seat）或輔助椅（booster seat）並綁好安全帶時，能將所造成傷亡的情況減至最低。因此，不論是否有法令規定，乘客（passenger）或駕駛人（driver）養成一上車就繫上安全帶的習慣是非常重要的。
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