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NEWSCOPE   
龍騰文化全球資訊網：http://www.lungteng.com.tw（本刊物同步刊載於龍騰文化全球資訊網，歡迎教師、同學下載）
National News
Coral Conservation Becomes Taiwan’s Newest Environmental Issue
ecently, there has been a great deal of concern voiced by scholars regarding coral ecology in the waters off Taiwan.  Due to excessive human activity with little thought of the environmental impact, Taiwan’s coral reefs are in 　(1)　 of being irrevocably damaged.  In an attempt to reverse this trend, experts have been pointing out the 　(2)　 economic benefits and business opportunities that the island’s coral habitats offer and stress that they are worthy of conservation and permanent protection.

　　The ideal location for coral habitats to thrive is between 30º north latitude and 30º south latitude in
　(3)　 warm, shallow waters.  These are the 　(4)　 around much of Taiwan, which is why it is home to such a wide variety of coral.  In fact, in the past Taiwan was often 　(5)　 to as the “Kingdom of Coral.” These days, however, the coral ecosystems around the island have been suffering greatly from pollution, extensive fishing and ocean resources development which are causing them to turn white and even die off
　(6)　.  Coral environments are 　(7)　 for a wide variety of sealife in terms of their habitat, feeding and reproduction and therefore their threatened existence may in turn threaten the balance of the entire region’s ocean ecology.

　　Experts claim that ocean conservation awareness 　(8)　 behind other major environmental concerns in Taiwan by about 30 years.  The 　(9)　 of most environmental organizations is set on wildlife or bird conservation with little thought given to what lies beneath the waves just off our coastlines.  It is hoped, however, that as Taiwan continues to develop its burgeoning tourism industry, the attention of investors and developers will be 　(10)　 to the treasures of the ocean, and that economic interest will help put pressure on the authorities to do something about the issue before it is too late.
(Cloze
	(A) potential　　　　　(B) focus　　　　  (C) lags　　　　　　(D) danger　　　　　 (E) referred
(F) completely　　　　 (G) drawn　　　　(H) relatively　　　　(I)  conditions　　　　(J) vital


(1) 　　　　　　　(2) 　　　　　　　(3) 　　　　　　　(4) 　　　　　　　(5)   　　　　　　1
(6) 　　　　　　　(7) 　　　　　　　(8) 　　　　　　　(9) 　　　　　　　(10) 　　　　　　1
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( Vocabulary and Idioms
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( Patterns
These are the conditions around much of Taiwan, which is why it is home to such a wide variety of coral.

= These are the conditions around much of Taiwan, and that is why it is home to such a wide variety of coral.
(原句為關係代名詞which的非限定用法，用來修飾前面的片語或子句。注意which的前面要加逗點，且不可用that代替。本句也可以將which改為and that，而這裡的that則指前面的子句（These are the conditions around much of Taiwan）說的那件事，並非關係代名詞，所以需加連接詞and。
‧He is a very indecisive person, which makes him lose a lot of great opportunities.

　= He is a very indecisive person, and that makes him lose a lot of great opportunities.

　　（他是一個很難拿定主意的人，這使得他喪失很多良機。）
(Translation
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　珊瑚保護成為臺灣最新環保議題
來，有學者對於臺灣海面的珊瑚生態表示極大的憂心。由於人類活動過於頻繁且極少考慮到對環境所造成的影響，臺灣的珊瑚礁正面臨著被永久破壞的危險。為了扭轉這樣的趨勢，專家已經不斷地指出臺灣的珊瑚棲息地所能提供的潛在性的經濟效益及商機，並強調珊瑚棲息地是值得保育及永續保護的。

　　珊瑚棲息地適合生長的理想環境是南北緯30度之間，較溫暖且淺的海域。而臺灣周圍的海域大多是如此，這也就是為什麼臺灣周圍的海域有種類如此繁多的珊瑚。事實上，在過去臺灣曾被稱為「珊瑚王國」。然而，現在臺灣周圍的珊瑚生態系統，已經遭受到嚴重的汙染、過度的捕魚，及海洋資源開發，這些導致牠們白化甚至完全死亡。珊瑚的生態環境對於許多海洋生物的棲息、覓食及繁殖是極為重要的。而牠們的生存遭到威脅之後，可能反過來會威脅到整個地區海洋生態的平衡。

　　專家們表示，臺灣海洋保育的意識落後了其他重要的環境保育意識約有30年。大部分的環境保護組織都將焦點放在野生動物或鳥類的保育，而鮮少有人將關心重視放在海岸線外的海洋底下。然而，當臺灣持續地發展迅速成長的觀光業的同時，仍然可望能將投資者及開發者的注意力吸引到這海底的寶藏上；而其經濟上的利益也有助於對有關當局施以壓力，在一切為時已晚之前對此議題做些努力。
( Answer
(1) D　(2) A　(3) H　(4) I　(5) E　(6) F　(7) J　(8) C　(9) B　(10) G
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 International News
 Previously Undiscovered Asteroid Misses Earth
arth almost had a surprise visitor in the beginning of March when a recently-discovered asteroid passed between it and the moon.  The asteroid had not been identified until just a few days before it flew past the planet when Australian astronomers located it at a distance of over 2,000,000 km away.  While the exact size of the object is not precisely known, it is believed to be somewhere between 20 and 50 meters in diameter.  The object, which was traveling at close to 20 kilometers per second, missed our planet by a distance of about 65,000 km.  Had the meteor impacted a populated area of Earth, the damage caused would have been substantial.  Although its distance from our planet may sound quite far, in astronomical terms it is considered quite close since 65,000 km is approximately one fifth the distance of the moon from Earth.  Most communication satellites orbit Earth at about half that distance. 

　　Relatively small discovered and undiscovered near Earth objects, or NEOs, pass by and even hit our planet quite regularly.  NASA’s Near Earth Object Program attempts to track NEOs such as asteroids and meteors in an attempt to predict if and when one may strike Earth.  While most objects from space that impact our planet are harmless, there is the potential for a “planet killing” event such as the one that is believed to have killed off the dinosaurs millions of years ago.  Experts have calculated that an asteroid large enough to cause such an event hits Earth about every 100 million years or so and that our planet is destined to be hit again by a large object from space at some time in the future.  Though it is highly unlikely that this will happen in our lifetime, it is something that we may all have to prepare ourselves for one day. 

　　 1. According to the passage, which of the following is true? 


(A) Communication satellites orbit Earth from about 30,000 km.


(B) Planet-killing asteroids hit Earth about every two million years.


(C) The asteroid passed closer to the moon than to Earth.


(D) The asteroid was traveling between 20 and 50 kilometers per second.
　　 2.Which word is similar in meaning to precisely in line 4? 

(A) similarly
(B) exactly
(C) certain
(D) hardly
　　 3.What can be inferred from the passage? 

(A) NASA’s Near Earth Object Program is finding ways to prevent asteroids from hitting our planet.


(B) An asteroid similar to the one that recently missed Earth was responsible for killing off the dinosaurs.


(C) More events such as the one that occurred in early March of this year are likely to happen in the near future.


(D) The asteroid that recently missed Earth could possibly have hit a communication satellite.
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( Vocabulary and Idioms
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( Patterns
Had the meteor impacted a populated area of Earth, the damage caused would have been substantial.
= If the meteor had impacted a populated area of Earth, the damage caused would have been substantial.
(假設語氣中省略的倒裝寫法的步驟為：

1. 將If省略

2. 將句中的were/had移至句首。
‧If I were in Canada, I would learn to ski. = Were I in Canada, I would learn to ski.
　　　（如果我在加拿大，我會學滑雪。）
‧If you had studied last night, you would have passed the exam. 
　　= Had you studied last night, you would have passed the exam.
　　（如果你昨晚有唸書的話，你考試就會及格了。）
( Translation

　　　　　　　　　　　　　 　未觀測到的小行星與地球擦身而過
球在三月初有一個意外的訪客，一顆最近發現的小行星通過地球與月亮之間。這顆小行星一直到它飛過地球的幾天以前，一位澳洲的天文學家才在離地球超過200萬公里遠的地方發現它。雖然這個物體的大小還無法準確地知道，但一般相信約在直徑20至50公尺之間。這個物體，以每秒約20公里的速度行進，在與地球相距6萬5千公里的距離擦身而過。如果這行星撞擊了地球上有人居住的地區，所造成的破壞會是相當大的。雖然它與地球的距離還蠻遠的，但依天文學的角度而言，它被認為是距離相當近的，因為6萬5千公里大約是月亮到地球距離的五分之一。大部分的通訊衛星都是以這個距離的一半繞著地球運轉的。

　　許多小的已發現及未發現的近地天體，常常與地球擦身而過或撞上地球。美國太空總署的「近地天體計畫」試著找到像是小行星或流星這樣的近地天體，試圖預測它們是否會撞上地球，或是何時會撞上地球。雖然大部分撞擊地球的物體是無害的，但像人們相信在數百萬年前使恐龍滅絕的這樣的「謀殺星球」的事件發生也是有可能的。專家們已經計算出能夠導致這樣的事件發生的行星大約每一億年會撞擊地球一次，而我們的地球注定在未來的某個時間再度被這樣來自太空的巨大物體撞擊。雖然這樣的情況在我們有生之年極不可能發生，但也許我們也都該為未來發生的這一天做好準備。
( Answer
(1) A　(2) B　(3) C
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Before You Read





(珊瑚（coral）的理想生存環境是：水深約25至30公尺，溫度約為攝氏18至30度左右的海域。然而，近來因全球暖化現象（global warming）所導致的氣候變遷（climate change），及工業汙染（industrial pollution）、海灘遊客所使用的防曬乳（sunscreen），導致珊瑚白化現象（coral bleaching）愈來愈嚴重。因此，環保人士（environmentalist）以及喜愛珊瑚的人士，正積極提倡珊瑚保育（coral conservation）意識的提升。
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Before You Read





(1. 近地天體（Near-Earth object）；小行星（asteroid）；彗星（comet）；流星體（meteoroid）。


2. NASA＝The National Aeronautics and Space Administration　美國國家航空暨太空總署。


3.當夜空中，有一道流星劃過天際時，我們都會低頭許願。什麼是流星呢？流星（meteor）是運行在星際空間的塵粒和固體塊（流星體），闖入地球大氣圈同大氣摩擦燃燒而產生的光跡。若它們在大氣中未燃燒盡，落到地面後就稱為「隕星」或「隕石」（meteorite）。若有機會看到難得一見且壯觀的流星雨（meteor shower），那就更令人感到興奮了。
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