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NEWSCOPE   
龍騰文化全球資訊網：http://www.lungteng.com.tw（本刊物同步刊載於龍騰文化全球資訊網，歡迎教師、同學下載）
National News
A New Option for Youth Working Holiday Program
fter Australia and New Zealand, Japan may be another country to offer young people in Taiwan an opportunity to travel and work in the country.  　(1)　  It is hoped that the new youth work-travel policy will both boost the tourist economy in Japan and enable Taiwanese youngsters to travel and work so they may get to know the country better. 

According to statistics, more than a million Taiwanese tourists travel to Japan each year, and a similar number of Japanese tourists visit Taiwan annually.  　(2)　  In an attempt to boost the bilateral tourism industry as well as to draw more young tourists and students, Taiwan and Japan have been jointly promoting a working holiday scheme for young people.  　(3)　  The job opportunities available are primarily part-time positions in restaurants and hotels or as assistants in foreign companies helping translate, interpret, and communicate with Japanese clients.

Since Japan is much closer to Taiwan than Australia or New Zealand, and its culture appeals to a lot of Taiwanese youth, it is predicted the plan will attract a large number of applicants.  　(4)　 In addition, applicants should bear in mind that this program is for people whose main interest is to travel abroad rather than seek any kind of permanent employment.  　(5)　 1
(Discourse Structure
(A) However, the currency exchange rate of the Japanese Yen has skyrocketed, and the recent economic downturn has made it difficult for many Taiwanese students to study in Japan.

(B)
The working-holiday visa will be valid for one year, twice the duration of the current tourist visa. 

(C) However, it is suggested that those who are interested should possess a certain level of proficiency in the Japanese language.

(D) Due to the economic recession and strong Japanese Yen, Japan has been suffering a dramatic decline in tourism, especially in tourists from Taiwan.

(E) The visas issued for this program are only temporary and are restricted to certain types of part-time employment. 

(1) 　　　　　　(2) 　　　　　　(3) 　　　　　　(4) 　　　　　　(5) 　　　　　　1
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( Patterns
The working-holiday visa will be valid for one year, twice the duration of the current tourist visa.
＝ The working-holiday visa will be valid for one year, twice as long as the current tourist visa.

英文中「倍數」常見的表示方式有：

S + V/be-V…twice/…times + as adj. (N) as B 

＝S + V/be-V…twice/…times + the size/amount/length/number…of B
(My house is twice as big as yours.＝ My house is twice the size of yours.（我的房子是你房子的兩倍大。）
　I have ten times as many books as you.＝My book is ten times the number of yours.（我的書是你的十倍多。）

需特別注意的是，做比較的對象需是對等的。

(My house is twice as big as yours.（○）

　My house is twice as big as you.（×）
(Translation
青年打工遊學計畫新選擇
澳洲和紐西蘭之後，日本可能會是另一個提供臺灣的年輕人到該國旅遊暨工作的國家。由於經濟的蕭條及日圓的強勢，目前日本的旅遊業，尤其是從臺灣去的旅客，正急遽下滑。這個新的青年打工遊學政策希望可同時增進日本的觀光業也可以讓臺灣的年輕人到日本邊旅遊邊工作，進而對這個國家更了解。

　　根據統計數字，每年有超過一百萬以上的臺灣旅客到日本旅遊，日本到臺觀光的旅客人數也差不多是如此。然而，日本的貨幣匯率驟升及最近的經濟衰退，已經使得臺灣學生到日本留學變得困難。為了要提振雙方的旅遊業以及吸引更多的年輕旅客和學生，臺灣和日本已經一起合作提倡一個專門為年輕人打造的打工遊學計畫。打工遊學的簽證有一年的有效期，是目前旅遊簽證時效的兩倍。可獲得的工作機會主要是在餐廳或旅館的工作，或是在外商公司擔任助理，幫忙翻譯、口譯以及和日本客戶之間的溝通。

　　因為日本比澳洲或紐西蘭離臺灣近得多，而且日本的文化很吸引臺灣的年輕人，這個計畫預計會吸引很多人申請。然而，建議有興趣的人必須具有一定的日語能力。此外，申請者必須注意，這個計畫是專為那些有興趣到國外旅行而非想找任何長久性工作的人而設，所發的簽證也只是短暫性的，且侷限於某些類型的打工工作。
( Answer
(1) D　(2) A　(3) B　(4) C　(5) E
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 International News
America’s Most Popular Show Back for Another Season
he latest season of the popular American television singing contest, American Idol is underway. From a field of tens of thousands of aspiring singers, the judges have narrowed the field down to just thirty six men and women who will vie over the next few months to win the nation’s most famous talent contest and be awarded a lucrative recording contract.  Previous winners, and even losers, have gone on to incredible success in the entertainment industry, so the current contestants are all aware of the once-in-a-lifetime opportunity they have. 

　　First appearing on American television in 2002, American Idol is an adaptation of a British program called Pop Idol.  In both of the shows, aspiring young singers do their best to impress a panel of judges and the home viewing audience with their singing skills each week.  Fans of the show are able to phone in and cast their votes for their favorite performer of the week.  When the votes are tallied, the performer with the fewest is kicked off the show.  This format continues until there is only one person remaining who is then crowned the new American Idol.
　　Since the show first aired, it has become both a national and international cultural phenomenon.  Many nations around the world have similar shows that are based on the format that American Idol made so famous. Appearing on the American version ensures almost instant fame in that country, especially for those who are not voted off the show early.  Many past American Idol participants have enjoyed fruitful careers as a result of their success on the show, having hit songs on the radio and even winning Grammy Awards and an Oscar. In last season’s finale, a total of close to 100 million votes were cast for the two remaining singers, demonstrating exactly how popular the show has become. 

　　 1.
According to the passage, which of the following statements is TRUE? 


(A) The judges decide who will be kicked off the show each week.


(B) The winner of the show is awarded a large sum of money as a prize.


(C) Performing on the show guarantees people instant success.


(D) The show has been copied in many other countries around the world.

　　2.
What is meant by the word “fruitful”?

(A) successful
(B) valuable
(C) beautiful
(D) similar

　　3.
What can be inferred from the passage? 


(A) The British show Pop Idol became a great success due to the success of American Idol.


(B) You don’t have to win the contest in order to go on to a successful future career in show business.


(C) Singers who appear on American Idol usually become well known in many different countries.


(D) American Idol is not as popular as it was when the show was first broadcast in 2002.
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( Patterns
In last season’s finale, a total of close to 100 million votes were cast for the two remaining singers, demonstrating exactly how popular the show has become.
本句中，“how popular the show has become” 為demonstrating 的受詞。以疑問詞為首的名詞子句當受詞時，需以 “疑問詞 + 主詞 +（助動詞）+ 動詞” 的方式表示，換句話說，名詞子句不可以疑問句的句型表示。

(I don’t know where he is going.（○）
　I don’t know where is he going.（×）
　（我不知道他要去哪裡。）
　The result of the test showed how hard he had worked.（○）
　The result of the test showed how hard had he worked.（×）
　（考試的結果顯示了他有多麼地用功。）
( Translation

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 　美國最受歡迎節目新一季登場
國受歡迎的電視歌唱大賽《美國偶像》最新一季正在進行當中。從數萬個胸懷抱負的歌手當中，評審將人數淘汰縮減到只剩男女總數三十六個，這些人在未來的幾個月當中，將為贏得國內最知名的選秀比賽且獲得一紙十分賺錢的唱片合約而競爭。之前的優勝者，甚至是輸了比賽的，都繼續在娛樂界獲得驚人的成就，所以目前的參賽者都很清楚地知道這是他們千載難逢的大好機會。

　　《美國偶像》第一次在美國電視上出現是在2002年，它採用了英國的《流行偶像》節目的方式。在這兩個節目中，充滿抱負的歌手們會盡他們所能來使評審們以及在家觀看電視的觀眾們，對他們每星期的歌唱技巧印象深刻。這個節目的粉絲可以打電話進來並投票給他們當週最喜歡的歌手。當票數統計好時，得到最少票數的歌手就會被淘汰。這方式一直持續到只剩下一位歌手，而該歌手就會被封上新一季的「美國偶像」頭銜。

　　自從這個節目首次播出以來，它已經成為美國以及國際的一股文化新風潮。世界上很多國家都有以《美國偶像》成功變紅的模式為基礎而做的類似節目。而在美國版的節目當中露臉，幾乎可以保證在國內很快就能成名，尤其是那些沒有在初期就被投票淘汰的參賽者。很多《美國偶像》的參賽者因為在節目中的成功表現，造就了他們在事業上的成功。他們成名的歌曲可在廣播節目中聽到，甚至有人贏得了《葛萊美獎》及《奧斯卡金像獎》。在上一季的最後一集當中，投給最後兩位歌手的票數一共將近一億票，可看出這個節目到底有多受歡迎了。
( Answer
(1) D　(2) A　(3) B
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Before You Read





(對於無法負擔（afford）得起出國留學（study abroad）或在寒暑假參加遊學團（study tour）的學生而言，若想到國外體驗一下外國文化（foreign cultures）、訓練自己獨立（independence）及增進語言的能力（improve one’s language skills），邊打工邊旅行是一個不錯的選擇（option）。然而，事先（in advance）做好資訊的收集，加強練習（polish up）自己的英文口說能力（verbal skills），到網路上尋求一些過來人的建議（advice），是十分重要的。
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Before You Read





(參加《美國偶像》American Idol的參賽者（contestant），必須具有美國公民身分（citizenship）或持有綠卡（green card）或是永久居民（permanent resident）的身分。年齡則要介於16到28歲之間。參賽者在參加試唱會（audition）時，必須攜帶護照（passport）、出生證明（birth certificate）或駕照（driver’s license）以證實自己的身分（identification）。18歲以下的參賽者，則需有父母或監護人（guardian）陪同。臺灣的星光大道，也是類似的選秀節目，而眾所皆知的星光幫，有很多已經成為新一代的偶像（idol）。
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