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NEWSCOPE   
龍騰文化全球資訊網：http://www.lungteng.com.tw（本刊物同步刊載於龍騰文化全球資訊網，歡迎教師、同學下載）
National News
Students Leaving School over Recession Worries
he serious unemployment that Taiwan has been experiencing has triggered a wave of students’ suspension of studies.  Most of the students affected intend to quit school 　(1)　 financial problems.  However, some experts suggest that quitting school is only a temporary solution
　(2)　 students should think twice before they make their decisions.

　　The main factors that 　(3)　 this recent trend are that students’ parents were laid off or suffered a reduction in their salaries.  This wave has affected co-op students, who find 　(4)　 difficult to find a corporation for their internship.  It has also influenced colleges and graduate schools with private institutions being particularly hard hit.
　　Most students think that they cannot afford their tuition fees; some of 　(5)　 believe that their future job prospects are very poor even if they struggle to finish their degrees. 

　　Some professors have warned students to reconsider their plan.  They believe that the employment market 　(6)　 those with higher degrees.  Those with lower degrees are usually affected most when the economy is down or when layoffs are inevitable.  　(7)　 quitting school certainly eases financial burdens in the short run, when the economy recovers, those who have not finished their studies will be ill-prepared to enter the job market.  Since 　(8)　 one’s studies is not a better option, students should try all kinds of means to get financial support, such as obtaining student loans, 　(9)　 for scholarships, or finding a part-time job. 

　　A tuition freeze policy for college students 　(10)　 by the government in the hopes of alleviating the increasingly worsening problem.  It is hoped that students will find a more positive outlook on their academic future.
(Multiple Choices
　　 1.
(A) due to
(B) only because
(C) as well as
(D) together with

　　 2. 
(A) and
(B) and that
(C) which
(D) in which

　　 3. 
(A) caused
(B) causing
(C) resulted from
(D) resulting from

　　 4. 
(A) that
(B) what
(C) this
(D) it

　　 5. 
(A) them
(B) whom
(C) which
(D) that

　　 6. 
(A) still belongs to
(B) is still belonged to
(C) still belonging to
(D) still belonged to

　　 7. 
(A) Therefore
(B) Since
(C) Because
(D) Although

　　 8. 
(A) continue
(B) continuing
(C) interrupt
(D) interrupting 

　　 9. 
(A) apply
(B) and apply
(C) applying
(D) and applying

　　 10. 
(A) has announced

(B) had announced

(C) has been announced

(D) had been announced 
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( Patterns
However, some experts suggest that quitting school is only a temporary solution and that students should think twice before they make their decisions.

用對等連接詞連接兩個that所引導的子句時，第一個that可以省略，但第二個that絕不可省略。

(Our teacher told us that we had to finish our geography assignment by Friday and that those who fail to do so will be punished.（我們的老師告訴我們必須在星期五前把我們的地理作業完成，沒有做到的要被處罰。）
(Translation
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　經濟蕭條憂慮導致學生休學

灣所經歷的嚴重失業問題已經引發一波學生的休學潮。大部分受到影響的學生因為經濟問題而想休學。然而，有些專家指出，休學只是一個暫時的解決之道，學生應該在做決定前三思。

　　導致近來休學風潮的主要原因是學生們的家長被裁員或被減薪，這波休學潮影響了建教合作的學生，他們很難找到可以實習的公司。大學以及研究所也受到影響，而私立學校所受的衝擊尤其大。

　　大部分的學生認為他們無法負擔學費。有些認為即使他們完成了學業，他們未來的工作前景仍非常差。

　　有些教授已經警告學生們重新考慮他們的計畫。他們認為就業市場仍屬於有較高學歷的人。那些學歷較低的人在景氣低迷或裁員情勢無法避免時，通常所受到的影響最大。雖然休學肯定在短期之內能夠減低經濟負擔，但當經濟復甦時，那些還沒有完成學業的，根本還沒準備好投入職場。既然休學並不是一個較好的選擇，學生們應該試試各種方法來得到經濟上的援助，像是得到學生貸款，申請獎學金，或找兼差的工作。

　　政府已經宣布一個凍漲大學生學費的政策，希望能夠減緩這個日益嚴重的問題。學生們可望能對他們的學術未來有較正向的願景。
( Answer
(1) A　(2) B　(3) A　(4) D　(5) A　(6) A　(7) D　(8) D　(9) C　(10) C
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 International News
 Wildfires Devastate Parts of Australia
s of February 7th of this year, over thirty wildfires have been burning across large portions of Victoria State in Australia.  Government officials and local police have called these fires the worst the nation has ever experienced, far surpassing the damage and death tolls from fires in any previous year.  More than 180 people have lost their lives in the devastation and over 3,000 people have had to flee their homes, close to 1,000 of which have been lost to the flames.  Over 4,000 firefighters, most of whom are volunteers, are battling the blazes and the government has announced that it will provide aid to the affected regions in the form of money and army soldiers.

　　Australia experiences wildfires annually in its dry summer months.  A number of factors have contributed to this year’s intense fires including a lengthy drought and one of the biggest heat waves in memory.  The worst year on record, prior to this year’s outbreaks, was 1983 when over 80 people lost their lives and millions of dollars of damage was done to public and private property over a wide area.  This year’s fires have affected a region totaling over 500,000 hectares and authorities believe that the fires may still rage for anywhere from a few days to many more weeks.

　　On a more disturbing note, authorities have established that some of the fires, including one in which up to fourteen people were killed, were set deliberately by arsonists, prompting Prime Minister Alan Rudd to label the acts “mass murder”.  In addition to the dead, many people have suffered critical injuries resulting from burns and smoke inhalation.  Incredibly, the fires are so large that they are visible from space where pictures have been sent back showing large areas of Australia covered in a pall of smoke. 

　　 1.
What can be inferred from the passage?


(A) The fires will be put out very soon.


(B) A criminal investigation may result from the fires.


(C) Most of the people fighting the fires are well paid.


(D) Wildfires are unusual in Australia at this time of year.

　　 2.
What does the word deliberately mean?


(A) Accidentally.
(B) On purpose.
(C) By way of.
(D) Incidentally.
　　 3.
According to the passage, which of the following is true?


(A) Fourteen people have been killed in the fires.


(B) Three-thousand homes have been destroyed by the flames.


(C) This year’s fires are not as bad as the one’s on 1983.


(D) Over half a million hectares of land has been burned.
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Over 4,000 firefighters, most of whom are volunteers, are battling the blazes and the government has announced that it will provide aid to the affected regions in the form of money and army soldiers.

= Over 4,000 firefighters, and most of them are volunteers, are battling the blazes and the government has announced that it will provide aid to the affected regions in the form of money and army soldiers.

本句為省略連接詞的用法。因為少了連接詞and，就無法連接兩個完整的子句，所以將代名詞受格them改為關係代名詞受格whom。

(Jerry bought a lot of books, a few of which are sci-fi novels.

　＝Jerry bought a lot of books, and a few of them are sci-fi novels.

　（傑瑞買了很多書，而其中有一些是科幻小說。）
　The singing competition attracted a lot of contestants, many of whom were great singers.

　＝The singing competition attracted a lot of contestants, and many of them were great singers.

　（這個歌唱比賽吸引了很多參賽者，其中有許多很會唱歌。）
( Translation

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　 　山林大火重創澳洲部分地區
今年的二月七日為止，超過三十處山林大火已經蔓延維多利亞省的大部分地區。政府官員以及當地警方已經稱這是該國遭遇到最嚴重的火災。火災造成的破壞以及死亡人數統計超過之前任何一年的紀錄。已經有超過一百八十人在這場災難中喪生，且超過三千人必須逃離家園，因為有將近一千棟房屋已經遭火吞噬。超過四千名消防員正在與這些大火搏鬥，而這當中大部分消防員都是義消。政府已經宣布將提供金錢及軍隊救援給這些遭火災侵襲的地區。

　　澳洲每年在夏季乾燥的幾個月中都會經歷山林火災。一些導致今年強烈火災的原因包括了長期的乾旱，以及印象中最大的熱浪之一。在今年大火爆發之前，紀錄中最嚴重的一年是在一九八三年，當時有超過八十人喪生，且在受波及的廣大區域造成公共及私人財產數百萬元的損失。今年的火災共計已經波及了超過五十萬公頃的地區，且有關當局認為火勢仍會肆虐數天甚至數週。

　　更令人煩惱的消息是，有關當局已經證實，有些火災，其中一場有多達十四人喪生，是被縱火犯蓄意縱火導致，這使得總理亞倫．洛德將這樣的行為稱之為「大規模謀殺」。除了有人喪生外，很多人也因為大火燃燒及吸入濃煙而受重傷。令人難以置信的是，這些大火的火勢甚至大到從太空傳回的照片中都可清楚看到澳洲的大塊區域被濃濃的煙幕籠罩。
( Answer
(1) B　(2) B　(3) D
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Before You Read





(大部分的人在找工作（job hunting）時，通常需要先寄出履歷表（resume）以及推薦信（reference）給招募（recruit）員工（employee）的公司（corporation；company）。而公司的人力資源管理部門（human resources department），會安排申請人（applicant）來面試（interview）。通過審核的人就可以成為該公司的員工。而員工若工作努力，也可以得到升遷（promotion）或加薪（pay raise）。當然，若公司營運不佳，或員工表現不佳，員工也可能遭到裁員（get laid off）或減薪（get a pay cut），甚至被炒魷魚（get fired）。
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Before You Read





(1. 當有人故意放火燒東西（set sth. on fire；set fire to sth.）時，目睹火災意外的人，可以找滅火器（fire extinguisher）滅火（put out/extinguish the fire），若火勢太大，則需報警請消防隊（fire station）派消防車（fire engine）前來救火。


2. 當我們說sth. is on fire，指的是有東西著火了。但若是說The baseball team is on fire, 則是指棒球隊表現極佳！另外，如果有人舉辦一個fire sale，是指他／她所賣的東西非常便宜。
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