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   National News
Taiwan Warmly Welcomes Two Giant Pandas
T
aiwan has been abuzz lately with the news that two giant pandas will be coming to the island in the near future.  The arrival of the pair of lovable bears, who are refugees from a nature reserve that was devastated in the recent earthquake in China, is being met   (1)   both joy and apprehension in Taiwan.

The endangered bears, of which there are believed to be fewer than 3,000 in existence, were first offered
  (2)   a gift by the Chinese government to former KMT leader Lien Chan in the summer of 2005 during his historic trip to China.  Early the following year, Taiwanese President Chen Shui-bian   (3)   the offer of the pandas claiming that it was simply a ploy by the Chinese government to gain the support of the people of Taiwan.  He went on to claim that Taiwan was unprepared to care for and house the animals and that the pandas should not be kept in cages   (4)   they would be unhappy.  President Ma Ying-jeou, who favors closer ties to China and   (5)   in a policy of rapprochement since being elected earlier this year, reversed Chen’s earlier decision by warmly accepting the offer of the pandas.

It is expected that the bears,  (6)   Tuan-Tuan and Yuan-Yuan, will arrive in the country toward the end of the year   (7)   the public should be able to view them early next year.    (8)   at one point four different counties in Taiwan were vying for the chance to house and care for the animals, in mid-August a decision-making panel concluded that Taipei’s Mucha Zoo was   (9)   equipped to handle them.    (10)  , the pandas should prove to be very popular since polls show that over half of the population of Taiwan has expressed interest in seeing them in person.
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Before You Read

貓熊是世界上最多人認得的（most recognizable）動物之一。牠的性情溫和，外表（appearance）可愛，所以深受大人及小孩的喜愛，牠也是中國的國寶（national treasure）。然而，目前只剩少於三千隻的貓熊存在，屬於瀕臨絕種的動物（endangered animal）之一。牠也是世界自然基金會（World Wildlife Fund, WWF）的吉祥物（mascot）。

( Vocabulary and Idioms

1. abuzz  adj. 嘰嘰喳喳的；活潑的

2. refugee  n. 避難者；難民
3. reserve  n. 自然保護區

4. devastate  v. 徹底毀壞
5. apprehension  n. 憂慮；恐懼
6. endangered  adj. 瀕臨絕種的
7. government  n. 政府
8. historic  adj. 歷史上著名的或重要的

9. reject  v. 拒絕接受
10. ploy  n. 策略；手法
11. engage in sth.  v. phr. 從事某事
12. rapprochement  n. 友好關係的恢復
13. reverse  v. 徹底改變；轉變

14. county  n. 縣；郡

15. vie for sth.  v. phr. 為某事而激烈競爭

16. panel  n. 小組（人員）
17. conclude  v. 作結論
18. equip  v. 裝備；配備

19. poll  n. 民意調查
20. population  n. 人口
( Patterns

1. He went on to claim that Taiwan was unprepared to care for and house the animals and that the 
  pandas should not be kept in cages where they would be unhappy.

2. It is expected that the bears, named Tuan-Tuan and Yuan-Yuan, will arrive in the country toward the 
  end of the year and that the public should be able to view them early next year.

這兩個句子中的that為連接詞，用以引導名詞子句，本身並沒有意思。特別要注意的是，一個句子中若只有一個由that所引導的名詞子句，通常that可省略，但上述兩個句子中，and之後的that絕不可省，整個句子看起來結構才較清楚。


[image: image1] I am glad (that) he won the game.（我很高興他贏得了比賽。）


[image: image2] She believed (that) her husband was innocent and that he was set up.

　（她相信她的丈夫是清白的，而且他是被陷害的。）
( Translation

臺灣熱烈歡迎貓熊

　　臺灣最近正熱烈地討論著兩隻大貓熊即將來臺的消息。這一對可愛的貓熊是中國最近慘遭地震摧毀的自然保護區避難者，牠們的到來對臺灣而言可說是憂喜參半。

　　這些瀕臨絕種的貓熊，被認為存活數量不到三千隻，是在二○○五年夏天，前國民黨主席連戰在中國的歷史之旅期間，中國政府所贈送的禮物。隔年年初，臺灣的總統陳水扁拒絕接受這對貓熊禮物，並宣稱這只是中國政府想贏得臺灣人民支持的策略。他並且表示臺灣還沒有做好收養並照顧這兩隻貓熊的準備，而且貓熊也不應該被關在會讓牠們感到不快樂的籠子裡。傾向於與中國有較密切關係的現任總統馬英九，自從今年年初當選之後，就一直致力於友好關係的恢復，他改變了陳前總統之前的決定，熱情地接受這對貓熊。

　　人們期待，這對命名為團團與圓圓的貓熊，會在今年年底來到臺灣，而民眾們可望在明年年初看到牠們。雖然一度有四個縣市為收養及照顧這對貓熊而激烈競爭，然而八月中作決定的小組人員們達成結論，認為臺北木柵動物園設備最為完善，可妥善照顧牠們。的確，這對貓熊十分受歡迎，因為民調顯示出臺灣有超過一半以上的人表示對於親自臨賞牠們十分感興趣。
( Answers

(1) A

(2) B

(3) C

(4) D

(5) C

(6) B

(7) A

(8) A

(9) D

(10) B
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American Swimmer Michael Phelps Makes Olympic History

Ｎ
ow that the much-hyped and anticipated Beijing Olympics are over, the lasting legacy of this year’s Games is sure to be the extraordinary achievement of American swimmer Michael Phelps who swam into sporting history with an unprecedented haul of eight gold medals.  Phelps, who dominated the men’s swimming events, was heavily favored going into the games and did not disappoint his fans by living up to all of the pre-Games hype surrounding him.

Phelps went into the Olympics having come off a magnificent performance in the 2004 Games in Athens where he won six gold and two bronze medals.  This time around he was expected to challenge the single Games record of seven gold medals set by American swimmer Mark Spitz in 1972.  To do so, he had to win all eight of the events in which he was entered including two relay races.  Phelps rose to the challenge and not only won each race, but did so in world record time in all but one.  The race in which he failed to set a new world record, the 100m butterfly, provided a lot of tension and excitement for both Phelps and his fans alike when he beat out his closest rival by a scant 0.01 seconds.

Not only did Phelps win the most gold medals of any competitor in a single Olympic Games, but he became the most successful Olympian ever when his lifetime tally of gold medals reached 14 by the end of this year’s competition—five more than anybody else.  At just 23 years of age, Phelps will likely participate in at least one more Olympic Games which will give him the opportunity to win even more medals.  Phelps’s efforts at the Beijing Olympics will surely go down in the sporting annals as one of the greatest athletic achievements of all time.
      1. According to this article, which of the following is FALSE?

(A) Michael Phelps has won more Olympic gold medals than anyone else in history.

(B) Michael Phelps beat fellow American Mark Spitz by 0.01 seconds in the 100m butterfly.

(C) Michael Phelps won the same number of medals in the 2008 Games as he did in the 2004 Games.

(D) Phelps won two of his gold medals at this year’s games with the help of his relay teammates.

      2. Which of the following can be inferred from this article?

(A) Michael Phelps and Mark Spitz are good friends.

(B) Michael Phelps will likely be too old to compete in another Olympic Games.

(C)Michael Phelps will probably win more Olympic medals in the future.

(D)Michael Phelps’s achievement will be forgotten in time.

      3. What is meant by the word scant in the last sentence of paragraph 2?

(A) Barely sufficient.
(B) Very slow.

(C) Rather exciting.

(D) Quite ample.
Before You Read
游泳的技巧（technique）有：蛙式（breaststroke）、自由式（freestyle）、仰式（backstroke）、蝶式（butterfly）等。游泳之前需做好充分的暖身（warm-up），並且確定穿著適當的泳衣（swimsuit）或泳褲（swimming trunks），泳帽（swim cap）及蛙鏡（goggles）。若初學者，也可準備浮板（kickboard）。另外，值得一提的是當兩人以上在同一泳道（lane），需採環繞游泳（circle swim），也就是始終貼近身體右邊的泳道線，並間隔五秒的距離，這是游泳禮節（lane etiquette）。

( Vocabulary and Idioms

1. hype  v. 高度宣傳

2. anticipate  v. 期望
3. legacy  n. 先人或過去所留下來的事物；人們仍會記住的事物
4. extraordinary  adj. 非凡的；格外的
5. achievement  n. 成就
6. unprecedented  adj. 史無前例的

7. haul  n. 數量
8. medal  n. 獎牌
9. dominate  v. 支配；影響
10. live up to sth.  v. phr. 表現出符合某事物的標準
11. magnificent  adj. 優秀的；壯麗的
12. bronze  n. 青銅；銅牌
13. relay race  n. 接力賽
14. rise to the challenge  v. phr. 克服挑戰
15. tension  n. 緊張
16. scant  adj. 不足的
17. tally  n. 結算；紀錄
18. participate  v. 參加
19. go down in sth.  v. phr. 在（某事物中）記著
20. annals  n. 歷史記載

( Patterns

Not only did Phelps win the most gold medals of any competitor in a single Olympic Games, but he became the most successful Olympian ever when his lifetime tally of gold medals reached 14 by the end of this year� competition�ive more than anybody else.

 1. be + S

句首為否定詞時，其後的子句需用倒裝句。其句型為：否定詞 + 2. 助V + S

 3. do/does/did + S + V

 4. have/has/had + S + p.p.

[image: image4] Never have I seen him cry.（我從來沒看過他哭。）


[image: image5] Little do I know about this artist’s work.（我對這位藝術家的作品所知極少。）
( Translations
美國泳將麥可．菲爾普斯締造奧運歷史

　　高度宣傳且眾所期待的北京奧運已經結束，今年賽事之後持續發燒的話題絕對是美國泳將麥可．菲爾普斯的卓越成就。他以前所未有的八面金牌，游進了運動史裡。菲爾普斯，在男子游泳賽事中領先群雄，是大家高度看好的，而且他亦不負粉絲的期望，表現符合了出賽前圍繞著他轉的宣傳。

　　菲爾普斯參加二○○四年在雅典舉行的奧運，表現傑出，奪得六金二銅。這次的比賽，他被期待挑戰在一九七二年由美國泳將馬克．史畢茲所立下的在單次奧運比賽中奪得七面金牌的紀錄。為了破這項紀錄，他必須贏得他所參加的八個項目比賽，其中還包括兩項接力賽。菲爾普斯克服了挑戰，不僅贏得每一項比賽，而且破了其中七項的世界紀錄。他唯一未破世界紀錄的比賽，一百公尺蝶式，當他僅以不到0.01秒之差擊敗對手時，對他本人及其粉絲而言都是又緊張又興奮。

　　在單次奧運的參賽者之中，菲爾普斯不僅奪得最多金牌，而且也成為最成功的奧運參賽者。他人生中贏得的金牌到今年比賽為止達到十四面，這比其他人多出五面。年僅二十三歲的菲爾普斯還可能參加至少一屆奧運，如此一來，他便有機會得到更多獎牌。菲爾普斯在北京奧運的努力一定會因其為有史以來最偉大的運動成就之一，而被寫在運動史中。
( Answers  (1) B　　(2) C　　(3) A
N
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