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Matsu Residents Live Longest Lives
atsu is now being called The Island of Longevity after a recent survey on life expectancy in Taiwan.
M According to recent statistics, people in Matsu have the highest average life expectancy at 82 years,
five years more than in the rest of Taiwan. Women on this island live to an average age of 86. This is
comparable with Okinawa, Japan, which is famous (1)  the longevity of its residents.

There are a number of reasons that explain  (2)  people in Matsu live longer. Experts claim that
medical care on this tiny island has come a long way since a government project  (3)  about nine years ago.
An official at the local health department pointed out that people in Matsu were prone to suffer from stomach
and liver cancer. After an investigation, it was found that local people liked to eat preserved foods and other

foods that might contain aflatoxins, which  (4) cancer. Therefore, people there were (5) a higher risk

of contracting cancers that affect the digestive system.  (6) the health of residents, health surveys were
conducted and people were advised to change their life styles. Since then, the rate of death caused by these

kinds of cancers (7) significantly.

(8) factors contributing to the longevity of residents on Matsu include the slower pace of life and

the clean, (9) environment. Moreover, people in Matsu enjoy fish and are fond of adding red yeast to their

cooking. Red yeast is said to reduce the (1)) of fat in the blood.

The life expectancy of Matsu’s residents now exceeds Taipei’s by 2 years and Kaohsiung by 6. It is no

wonder the island has been given its new nickname.

4 Multiple Choices

~ L(A)of (B) for (C) as (D) to

~ 2.(A)where (B) how (C) when (D) why

~ 3.(A)has been launched (B)launched (C) had launched (D) was launched
~ 4.(A)are linked to (B) associated to (C) are related with (D) connected with
 5(Aat (B) in (C) on (D) to

~ 6.(A) Improving (B) Improved (C) To improve (D) Having improved
~ 7.(A) dropped (B) is dropped (C) is dropping (D) has dropped
~ 8.(A) Another (B) The other (C) Other (D) Others

~ 9.(A) polluted (B) polluting (C) unpolluted (D) unpolluting
~10(A) amount (B) number (C) group (D) unit
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< Vocabulary and Ildioms
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resident ['rszadont] n. A %
. longevity [lan'dzeveti] n. & &

. survey [sor've] n. 3 &

. life expectancy [laif ik'spektonsi] n. T 354 &
. statistics [sto'trstiks] . st #cF

. average ['everid3] adj. T #=2:h

11. investigation [in,vesta'gefon] n. 3# &

12. preserved food [prr'zavd fud] n. firi# & &

13. contain [ken'ten] v. # %

14. contract ['kantraekt] v. fe & 5 & %

15. digestive system [de'dzestrv 'sistem] . i i+ % 3%
16. conduct ['kandakt] v. 1 # ; :FH 5 ]

17. significantly [sig'nifokentlr] adv. ¥ gL

18. contribute to + N/V-ing v. phr. & =

19. reduce [rr'dus] v. & > 5 F K

20. exceed [1k'sid] v. 42 :®

. comparable ['kamparabl] adj. ¥ ‘* #
. medical care ['medik] ker] n. 5[;5 K PRRR
9. launch [lont[] v. & F¥ 4~

10. be prone to + VR adj. phr. % % ----e-

¢ Patterns

To improve the health of residents, health surveys were conducted and people were advised to change their life styles.
= In order to improve the health of residents, health surveys were conducted and people were advised to change their
life styles.
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> To get good grades is important. = It is important to get good grades. (JEFHF £ & cho )
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> To get good grades, John studies hard. = In order to get good grades, John studies hard.
(278338 a2 dy 4 r5.)
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> To be frank with you, I don’t like baseball atall. (& £ 3Fi% > A~ By 7 2 @{pIR o )
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Microsoft Gives Up on Yahoo Takeover Bid

n May 3", computer software giant Microsoft announced that it was formally putting an end to its attempt
Oto take over Internet services company Yahoo. In early February of this year, Microsoft offered to buy
Yahoo for over US$40 billion, but the offer was turned down. Microsoft then pursued a hostile takeover of
its Internet rival, but the conditions demanded by Yahoo executives killed any possibility for a deal. News
that the acquisition would not take place sent Yahoo shares tumbling as investors showed growing concerns
over the future of the company.

Microsoft made the takeover bid in an attempt to be more competitive with Internet giant Google. In
recent years, Google has become the computer industry’s most powerful force in respect to Internet services.
Between 2004 and 2007, Google’s share of online advertising revenue almost tripled to about 30% whereas
Yahoo’s and Microsoft’s pieces of the pie steadily declined to a combined total of less than 30%. Microsoft
had hoped that a merger with Yahoo, which was itself once the Internet industry leader, would make it better
able to compete with Google. In past years, the two companies had discussed the possibility of a merger to
increase their competitiveness, but all of the negotiations were unsuccessful.

Microsoft had been trying to acquire Yahoo for about three months and had finally offered close to US$50
billion for the company, but Yahoo executives continued to hold out for more money. In the end, Microsoft
officials claimed that the price demanded by Yahoo executives did not make economic sense since it far
exceeded the value of the company. The subsequent dramatic fall in Yahoo’s stock price has added to the
company’s economic woes and may even lead to legal action against Yahoo executives by unhappy
shareholders who have seen the value of their investments plummet.

1. Yahoo turned Microsoft down mainly because
A
B
C
D

the executives didn’t want to keep the company
the deal was not satisfying

Microsoft could not buy the whole company

(
(
(
(

-~ - X= I

it preferred to merge with Google

2. The word “declined” means

(A) dropped (B) expanded (C) enhanced (D) climbed

3. According to the article, which of the following is true?

A) The final offer from Microsoft was over US$50 billion.

(A)
(B) Microsoft’s stock price fell dramatically after its bid failed.

(C) Yahoo and Microsoft have lost a lot of advertising revenue to Google over the past few years.
(D)

D) If Microsoft had merged with Yahoo, it would surely beat its opponent.
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¢ Vocabhulary and Idioms

1. bid [bid] n. 1 i 11. triple ['tripl] v. 3 & = &

2. formally ['formlr] adv I 12. merger [ma:dzac] n. & &

3. attempt [o'tempt] n. & & 5 £ B 13. competitiveness [kem'pstotrvnis] n. < 4

4. hostile takeover ['hast] 'tek,over] n. & < b 14. negotiation [nngof1'efon] n. 2 %

5. rival ['rarvl] n. $55 $ = 15. hold out for sth. v. phr. 2 Z. #5 2 E AR M ERE T F
6. executive [1g'zekjutiv] n. & ¥ 16. subsequent ['sabsrkwent] adj. 18 % en

7. acquisition [,&kwae'zifon] n. & ¥ 17. woe [wo] n. &5/ 5 Eta

8. tumble ['tambl] v. (A #HE ) ™ % 18. shareholder ['ferholda] n. %% &

A

9. in respect to sth. prep. phr. 1* e @5 B & 19 investment [mn'vestmont] n. 4% F
10. revenue ['revenu] n. T » 20. plummet ['plamit] v. $-i& 5T

¢ Patterns

News that the acquisition would not take place sent Yahoo shares tumbling as investors showed growing concerns

over the future of the company.
“that” % 31 ¥ £33+ s aud 353 » A& &1 ¢ “that the acquisition would not take place” % “News” eff 35 » H i e
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t»> That Wang Chien-Ming lost the game was shocking. (222 %57 v F il L4 4 RE - )
2.8 X
(=3 | know that you don’t like pizza. (3 Frig i 2 ¥ Bl g o )
3.4 A4
ol know you are looking forward to seeing Kevin. The problem is that he cannot come to the party tonight.
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