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National News
Vacation Ends in Tragedy
horrific tour bus accident near Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport on July 19th has led to the deaths of 24 foreign tourists, a tour guide, and the bus driver. 　(1)　 According to witness reports, the bus had been emitting smoke and driving erratically for over one kilometer before crashing into a guard rail and bursting into flames. 　(2)　1
Investigators have been trying to piece together exactly what happened, but there are still a number of unanswered questions. 　(3)　 However, it has been established that the driver of the bus, 53-year-old Su Ming-Cheng, had consumed large amounts of alcohol earlier in the day and was heavily impaired while driving, with a blood-alcohol level many times above the legal limit. 　(4)　 There has been speculation that the driver, who is reported to have a number of troubling personal issues, may have been suicidal, and authorities have not ruled out that the incident may not have been an accident at all, but rather a deliberate act of sabotage.

　(5)　 And while many have received compensation from insurance companies, there will likely be a number of lawsuits brought against the bus company in the future once the details of the disaster have been clearly established.
( Discourse Structure
(A)
Despite the efforts of firefighters and first responders on the scene, nobody was able to escape the burning wreckage and everyone who was on board the bus perished.
(B)
Family and relatives of the victims were granted special visas in order to travel to Taiwan and repatriate the remains.
(C)
There is also evidence that a number of containers of gasoline were aboard the bus, which likely contributed to the speed at which the fire engulfed the vehicle.
(D)
The tourists, a group from China who had just finished an eight-day tour of the island, were being transported to the airport to catch a flight home when the disaster occurred.
(E)
The exact cause of the fire, for example, has not yet been determined.
(1) 　　　　　　(2) 　　　　　　(3) 　　　　　　(4) 　　　　　　(5) 　　　　　　1
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( Vocabulary and Idioms
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Despite the efforts of firefighters and first responders on the scene, nobody was able to escape the burning wreckage and everyone who was on board the bus perished.

Despite = in spite of，意思為「儘管」，為介系詞，因此其後只能接名詞或動名詞。若要接一完整子句，則須以下方式來表示。

‧Despite the heavy rain, the scouts still went camping in the forest.

= In spite of the heavy rain, the scouts still went camping in the forest.

= Despite of the fact that it was raining heavily, the scouts still went camping in the forest.

= In spite of the fact that it was raining heavily, the scouts still went camping in the forest.

= Although it was raining heavily, the scouts still went camping in the forest.

（儘管下大雨，這些童軍們仍然去森林裡露營。）
( Translation
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　國道火燒車　假期釀悲劇
月十九日在臺灣桃園國際機場附近的一個可怕的遊覽車意外，導致了二十四位外國遊客、一位導遊和駕駛死亡。這群來自中國的遊客剛剛結束在臺為期八天的行程，而當災難發生時，他們正被送往機場趕搭回家的班機。根據目擊者指出，這輛遊覽車在撞上安全護欄起火燃燒前，一直在冒煙，且有超過一公里的路程中，開得很不穩。儘管現場的消防人員及第一線救護人員努力搶救，依舊無人能逃離起火的殘骸，全數罹難。

調查人員一直試著拼湊確切發生的情況，但仍有一些無法解開的疑雲。例如，火災真正的成因還無法確定。然而，已經證實遊覽車的駕駛，五十三歲的蘇明成，在當天稍早時喝了很多酒，而在開車時還醉醺醺的，血液的酒精濃度已經超出法定限制好幾倍以上。也有證據顯示在遊覽車上有些裝有汽油的容器，這可能是導致火勢加速吞噬整輛車子的原因。外界一直推測該位司機可能有自殺傾向，據說他有令人不安的個人問題，而有關當局也尚未排除此起事件可能根本並非意外，而是蓄意破壞的行為。

罹難者的家人和親戚被准予特殊的簽證，以便來臺將遺體運送回國。此外，雖然許多人已經從保險公司領了賠償金，將來一旦這起災難的細節被確認後，可能還會有對於遊覽車公司所提出的訴訟。
( Answer
(1) D　(2) A　(3) E　(4) C　(5) B　
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International News
UK Set to Leave European Union
n a result that surprised media, politicians and the general public both in the UK and abroad, the British electorate voted against staying in the EU in an historic referendum held in June. In the months and weeks leading up to the vote, media outlets began referring to it as “Brexit,” which means British exit from the European Union. Supporters for leaving and remaining in the EU campaigned passionately for months, but victory ultimately went to the former group, who won just 52% of the vote. The UK must now undergo the difficult process of extricating itself from its European partnership over the coming years. 

In the years prior to the vote, there had been growing discontent among many people in the UK with its position in the EU. They felt that the nation was losing its sovereignty, and that the financial contributions that the nation was making to the EU outweighed the benefits they received through their membership. There was also some concern about the open border policies of the EU, with people complaining about the number of immigrants entering the nation. This led Conservative Prime Minister David Cameron to promise a renegotiation of the nation’s position in the EU and to hold a referendum as part of his 2015 election campaign. 

As the leader of the remain group, Cameron took full responsibility for the shocking loss and promptly resigned as Prime Minister, effectively ending his political career. The social, economic and political ramifications of the vote are unclear. Most experts believe that the decision to leave the EU was wrong and will hurt not only the UK but may also be the beginning of the end for the EU itself.
( Multiple Choice
　　 1.
According to the passage, which of the following statements is false?


(A) Most people were surprised that the UK voted to leave the EU.


(B) More than half of the people who voted wanted to leave the EU.


(C) David Cameron is no longer the Prime Minister of the UK.


(D) EU’s immigration policy was not an issue in the Brexit referendum.
　　 2.
What is meant by the word “ramifications”?


(A) Responsibilities.
(B) Qualities.
(C) Consequences.
(D) Benefits.
　　 3.
What can be inferred from the passage?


(A) The UK may rejoin the EU in the future.


(B) More countries may leave the EU in the future.


(C) The EU may be stronger without the UK.


(D) Brexit will be relatively quick and easy.
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( Vocabulary and Idioms
( Patterns
They felt (that) the nation was losing its sovereignty, and that the financial contributions that the nation was making to the EU outweighed the benefits they received through their membership.
句中第一個引導名詞子句的that可以省略，而第二個that，也就是and後的that則不可省。

‧I think (that) cheating on exams is not right and that those who do so should be severely punished.

（我認為考試作弊是不對的，還有那些作弊的人應該受到嚴厲的處罰。）

‧The candidate stated (that) he was the right choice for the position and that he would never let the voters down.

（這位候選人聲稱他是該職位的正確選擇，還有他絕對不會讓他的選民失望。）
( Translation

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　英國即將脫歐
國選民在六月舉辦的歷史性公民投票中反對留在歐盟，是令在英國及海外的媒體、政治家、和一般大眾感到震驚的結果。在這次投票的數個月至數星期以前，新聞媒體開始將它稱為「英國脫歐」，意思指的是英國從歐盟中退場。脫歐和留歐的支持者展開了數個月的宣傳活動，但最後的勝利屬於只獲得百分之五十二選票的前者。英國現在必須在未來幾年裡，經歷離歐的困難過程。

在投票的前幾年，許多英國人對英國在歐盟中所處地位的不滿情緒持續高漲。他們覺得國家正在失去它的主權，還有英國對於歐盟所做的財政貢獻，超過會員身分所獲得的利益。另外，對於歐盟開放邊界政策也產生一些擔憂，因為人們抱怨進入國家的移民人數。這使得保守黨總理大衛．卡麥隆保證會重新商議英國在歐盟所處地位，以及舉辦公投作為他二○一五年競選活動的一部分。

身為留歐團體領導人，卡麥隆為這令人震驚的敗績負起全責，並立即辭去總理，且實際上終結了他的政治生涯。該選舉帶來的社會、經濟、及政治後果尚未明朗。大部分的專家相信脫歐的決定是錯的，且將不只傷害到英國，還有可能是歐盟本身結束的開始。
( Answer
(1) D　(2) C　(3) B
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(	在高速公路（highway）上應遵守（obey）行車規則。例如，一開上匝道（ramp）後就要注意車速是否過快或過慢，若要超車（overtake），應開至內側的車道（fast/passing lane），但超車後就必須離開內側車道，以免影響其他駕駛人的權利。另外，變換車道前也應該先打方向燈（turn signal），讓後方的車有所警覺（alert）。如遇濃霧（heavy fog）、大雨、或車子拋錨（break down）時，則須立刻打警示燈（hazard lights），讓後方的車子減速。
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(	在各種選舉（election）中，執政黨（ruling party）和在野黨（opposition party）派出實力相當的候選人（candidate）。而在投票前的一段時間，他們會展開競選宣傳活動（campaign），讓他們的政見（political views）可以被聽見或認同（recognize）。在投票當天，選民們則需要帶著選舉通知單（voting notification）、身分證（identification card）、及印章（signet），到所屬投票所（polling place）中的投票亭（voting booth）投票（cast a vote/ballot）。
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