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National News
Drunk Driving Fatalities Decline Sharply
igures detailing impaired driving deaths which were released by the Ministry of the Interior appear to indicate that the nation’s zero-tolerance policy 　(1)　 drunk driving has been effective. A total of 142 people died in alcohol-related traffic accidents in 2015, the lowest figure for close to three decades. This trend seems likely to continue in 2016 　(2)　 only 23 people have been killed in the first three months of this year compared with 42 over the same period a year ago.
In the early to mid 2000s, drunk driving deaths in Taiwan reached epidemic levels, 　(3)　 figures rising sharply from just over 450 in 2004 to 727 in 2007. 　(4)　, just over a decade earlier the figure stood at just 143. This escalating death toll 　(5)　 the government and lawmakers to deal with the issue of impaired driving by passing tougher legislation and mandating harsher punishments for offenders. In June of 2013, stricter laws on drunk driving were implemented, and offenders 　(6)　 fines of tens of thousands of dollars or even imprisonment. In that year, the number of deaths dropped to 245, more than one third lower than the previous year.
　(7)　 the significant decline in alcohol-related fatalities on the roads, impaired driving is still 　(8)　 a major problem in Taiwan. On average, over 250 people were charged every day 　(9)　 drunk driving offences in the first three months of 2016, and the majority of these people were riding motorcycles rather than driving cars. Anti-drunk driving crusaders feel that simply making new legislation will not ultimately be effective.
　(10)　, they believe people’s fundamental attitudes toward this behavior must evolve to the point that it is considered immoral rather than simply illegal.
( Multiple Choice
　　 1.
(A) regarding
(B) considering
(C) according to 
(D) based on 

　　 2.
(A) though  
(B) while   
(C) since  
(D) after

　　 3.
(A) for  
(B) with  
(C) in  
(D) by

　　 4.
(A) In addition   
(B) On the whole  
(C) By contrast
(D) As a consequence

　　 5.
(A) enforced  
(B) enhanced  
(C) postponed   
(D) prompted

　　 6.
(A) were facing with
(B) faced with  
(C) were faced  
(D) faced

　　 7.
(A) Though   
(B) Despite  
(C) Due to  
(D) Longing for

　　 8.
(A) considered  
(B) regarded   
(C) viewed   
(D) thought

　　 9.
(A) on   
(B) with  
(C) to  
(D) for

　　 10.
(A) Meanwhile  
(B) Hence   
(C) Nevertheless  
(D) Instead
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Despite the significant decline in alcohol-related fatalities on the roads, impaired driving is still considered a major problem in Taiwan. 

= In spite of the significant decline in alcohol-related fatalities on the roads, impaired driving is still considered a major problem in Taiwan. 

= Despite/In spite of the fact that alcohol-related fatalities on the roads have declined significantly, impaired driving is still considered a major problem in Taiwan. 

= Although/Though alcohol-related fatalities on the roads have declined significantly, impaired driving is still considered a major problem in Taiwan. 
despite為介系詞，後面僅能接名詞作為受詞。用法與in spite of相同。或者可以改為despite the fact that來連接子句。

‧Despite the heavy rain, the soccer players still continued practicing.

= In spite of the heavy rain, the soccer players still continued practicing.

= Despite/In spite of the fact that it was raining heavily, the soccer players still continued practicing.

= Although it was raining heavily, the soccer players still continued practicing.
（儘管外面下著大雨，這些足球員仍繼續練習。）
( Translation
　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　酒駕死亡人數驟降
政部所公布的酒駕肇事死亡數字，顯示出國內有關酒駕的零容忍政策似乎有效果。在二○一五年共有一百四十二人死於與酒駕有關的交通意外，這是近三十年來最低的數字。此趨勢似乎可能持續到二○一六年，因為和去年同一時期的四十二人相比，今年的前三個月只有二十三人死於酒駕。

在二○○○年初期至中期，在臺灣酒駕死亡人數到達了如傳染病般的程度，數字急速竄升，從二○○四年的超過四百五十人到二○○七年的七百二十七人。相比之下，約在十年前，該數字只有一百四十三人。這持續上升的死亡人數促使政府和立委們，藉由通過較嚴厲的法規和對觸法者執行較嚴苛的處罰，來處理酒駕的問題。在二○一三年六月，針對酒駕更嚴格的法規上路，觸法者面臨數萬元的罰款或甚至坐牢。在那一年，死亡人數數字降至二百四十五人，比前一年少超過三分之一。

儘管路上與酒駕有關的死亡人數顯著下降，酒後駕駛在臺灣仍被視為是一個重大問題。平均來說，在二○一六年前三個月，每天有超過二百五十人因酒駕被起訴，而這些人當中大多是騎摩托車而非開車。反酒駕的改革者覺得僅立法最終不會有效果。反而，他們相信人們對於這項行為的基本態度，必須要能進化到認為酒駕是不道德的，而不只是違法的程度才行。
( Answer
(1) A　(2) C　(3) B　(4) C　(5) D　(6) D　(7) B　(8) A　(9) B　(10) D
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International News
Kobe Bryant Retires from Professional Basketball
obe Bryant, one of the greatest players ever to set foot on a basketball court, has retired after an illustrious 20-year career in the NBA. One of the top-scoring players in league history, Bryant spent every one of his seasons with a single team, the Los Angeles Lakers, leading them to five championships in total. Showing that he still had what it took to play in the NBA at the age of 37, Bryant scored 60 points in his final game on April 13, 2016, which was not only the most points scored by him that season, but also by any player in the NBA.

In high school, Bryant was such a dominant basketball player that professional teams were already showing a great deal of interest in him, and he made the very unusual decision to skip playing at the university level and go straight into the NBA. In the 1996 NBA draft, at the age of just 17, he was chosen 13th overall by the Charlotte Hornets, two picks ahead of future superstar and teammate Steve Nash. He was then immediately traded to the Lakers in what some believe to be one of the biggest mistakes in NBA history. Later that year, he became the youngest player ever to be a regular starter on an NBA team, and just a few years later he helped lead the team to its first championship in over a decade.

Although currently just 37 years of age, Bryant will undoubtedly be remembered for generations to come due to his exploits on court. In addition to his five championships and two Olympic gold medals with the US national basketball team, he won numerous individual honors, perhaps the most impressive being his 18 all-star game selections.
( Multiple Choice
　　 1.
According to the passage, which of the following statements is true?

(A) Kobe Bryant has scored more points in the NBA than any other player in the history of the league.

(B) Kobe Bryant is the only player to have won five championships with five different NBA teams.

(C) Many players were picked before Kobe Bryant in the year that he started playing in the NBA.

(D) With the help of Kobe Bryant, the Lakers won their first championship in over 10 years in 1996.
　　 2.
What is meant by the word “exploits”?

(A) Deeds.
(B) Benefits.
(C) Advantages.
(D) Creativities.
　　 3.
What can be inferred from the passage?

(A) It was a mistake for Bryant to skip playing basketball at the university level.

(B) Bryant was probably the best high school basketball player of his generation.

(C) The Lakers made a huge error when they made a trade for Bryant.

(D) There is a chance that Bryant may play one more season in the NBA.
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( Vocabulary and Idioms
( Patterns
In addition to his five championships and two Olympic gold medals with the US national basketball team, he won numerous individual honors, perhaps the most impressive being his 18 all-star game selections.

本句為獨立分詞構句，原句為：
In addition to his five championships and two Olympic gold medals with the US national basketball team, he won numerous individual honors, and perhaps the most impressive was his 18 all-star game selections.

由於連接詞and後的主詞和前句的主詞he不同，所以予以保留，把be動詞改為現在分詞being。
‧Because it was dark, we started to head home.

= It being dark, we started to head home.

（因為天色晚了，我們啟程回家。）

Mr. Oliver is a great cook, and one of his specialties is Indian cuisine.

= Mr. Oliver is a great cook, one of his specialties being Indian cuisine.

（Oliver 先生很會煮飯，他的拿手菜之一是印度料理。）
( Translation

　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　　柯比．布萊恩職籃退休
比‧布萊恩，籃球場上有史以來最偉大的球員之一，在NBA二十年的輝煌職業生涯後退休。籃球聯盟史上得分最高的球員之一的布萊恩，他的每一個球季都在同一個球隊，也就是洛杉磯湖人隊中度過，帶領著球員們一共拿下了五次的冠軍頭銜。年屆三十七歲的他，仍展現出在NBA打球應具備的能力，布萊恩在二○一六年四月十三日的最後一場球賽中得了六十分，這不僅是他該球季得分最高的一場，也是該季所有NBA球員中得分最高的一場。

在高中時期，布萊恩是位如此傑出的籃球員，以致於職業球隊早就對他很感興趣，而他做了一個很不尋常的決定，跳過在大學階段打球，而直接進入NBA。在一九九六年NBA選秀中，年僅十七歲的他，是夏洛特黃蜂隊整個球隊第十三位被選上的，比後來的超級巨星也是隊友的史蒂夫‧奈許順位提前了兩名。然後他立刻被換到湖人隊，有些人認為這是在NBA史上最大的錯誤之一。稍後在那一年，他成為NBA球隊中最年輕的固定先發球員，而僅僅幾年之後，他幫助帶領該球隊贏得十多年來的第一個冠軍頭銜。

雖然現年三十七歲，無疑地未來世世代代的人將會因為他在球場上的戰績，記住布萊恩這個人。除了他的五次冠軍頭銜，以及在美國國家代表隊中的兩枚奧運金牌外，他贏得許多個人的殊榮，也許最令人印象深刻的是他入選十八屆全明星賽。
( Answer
(1) C　(2) A　(3) B
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(	常見的交通違規（violation）事件有超速（speeding）、酒駕（drunk driving）、肇事逃逸（hit-and-run）、闖紅燈（running a red light）等，這些違反交通法規（traffic regulation）的人通常會被開罰單（get ticketed），然後須繳交罰款（fine），罪行較重大的還可能需要坐牢（imprisonment）。而且，違反交通規則的同時，有可能傷害到其他的駕駛人或是行人（pedestrian），因此，遵守交通規則是每個人應有的負責的態度（attitude）及道德觀念（ethics），而不只是為了避免處罰（punishment）的消極做法。禮讓（courtesy）以及尊重（respect）才能真正提升道路安全（road safety）。
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(	一個職業（professional）籃球隊裡除了經理（manager）外，有帶領球員的教練（coach）、助理教練（assistant coach）。而球場上則有控球後衛（PG; point guard）、得分後衛（SG; shooting guard）、大前鋒（PF; power forward）、小前鋒（SF; small forward）、以及中鋒（C; center）五位球員。除了比賽一開始的先發球員（starting lineup）外，場外還有替補的球員（bench player），以及代表該球隊的吉祥物（mascot）。
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