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he Alishan Railway Station was in mid September after years of , and was
highly by the tourists who witnessed the great moment.
This structure, which cost more than NT$120 million dollars and took more than four years

to construct, was built mainly of wood. Most of the signs, including the timetables in the station, are made of
wood. The wooden supports are the main artistic feature of the station, making it look old-
fashioned. In addition, the balcony above the station offers tourists a great spot to the fantastic

, such as the sunset and the cloud sea. Local business owners also viewing the

structure at night when it looks . There is even a special train to go with the new station.
The cabins of the eight cars are made of wood and pulled by a

to the ride.

, which adds more

Since the Chiayi Forest District Office decided to reconstruct the old station, which was by
the 9-21 earthquake in 1999, it had faced a lot of

construction more difficult than expected. Also, all the wood was

. Bad weather, such as typhoons and floods, made
from Canada, and this slowed the
schedule even more. Although the new station should have been finished last year as it was scheduled, it is
worth the wait for tourists after they saw this structure.

The brand new Alishan Railway Station has become the highest and biggest wooden railway station in
Taiwan. It is also the newest of Alishan. From now on, tourists can wonder at the grand
construction of this station along with the scenic while riding on the train.

1. The new Alishan Railway Station

(A) was completed four years later than it was planned

(B) cost more than its original budget to build

(C) provides a suitable place to enjoy the view

(D) is not only the highest but also the biggest station in Taiwan

2. According to the passage, what does the word “hindrances” mean?

(B) Challenges.
3. Which of the following is NOT a special feature of the new station?

(A) Barriers. (C) Compliments. (D) Criticism.

(A) The balcony on the second floor of the station.
(B) The material the station is made of.

(C) The arch-shaped supports in the station.

(D) The artistic shape of the station.
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inaugurate [m'ogjoret] v. 8 7 7% = & B ¥ % ;%
. reconstruction [riken'strakfon] n. € &
. praise [prez] v. # ¥
. magnificent [meeg'nifosnt] adj. A . 1 % Fen
. arch-shaped [art[ [ept] adj. $-2;
. marvel at sth. v. phr. %f------ < 5 L
. scenery ['sineri] n. & &
scenic ['sinik] adj. b ® i F 0
8. renowned [rr'naund] adj. ¥ & &
9. recommend [;reke'mend] v. $i &
10. particularly [pe-'tikjole-li] adv. = H £_

Patterns

Before You Read

11. splendid ['splendid] adj. + § 05 EF R
12. steam locomotive n. phr. 77 X & g

13. retro ['retro] adj. {f 0

14. ambience = ambiance ['@mbrens] n. § 4
15. devastate ['dsves,tet] v. # 5k

16. hindrance ['hindrens] n. 42 4% 72 {F * ehE 3o & £
17. import [1m'port] v. i& v

18. incredible [in'kredabl] adj. # ¥ R 3% 9

19. landmark ['leend;mark] n. # &

20. landscape ['lendskep] n. & % 5 # ¢
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The music world lost one of its most renowned and (1)  artists in early September, 2007 with the

of opera superstar Luciano Pavarotti. Ina (2) that five , Pavarotti became not only

the most famous opera star of his , but the most famous of all time. He is widely

(3) to bringing the world of opera to millions of listeners and viewers who

might not have given it a chance.

The son of a baker, Pavarotti was born in the Italian city of Modena in 1935. His earliest (4) wasto

be a soccer player, but when that dream died he his efforts on becoming a great singer. He did, and
by his early to mid-thirties Pavarotti was touring around Europe and North America, becoming more and more
famous in the opera world with each  (5) year. By the 1980s, Luciano Pavarotti was a name,

known to people who had never seen an opera or an opera house. His (6) totrue ,

however, came when he joined two other , Placido Domingo and Jose Carreras, to perform a concert at

the 1990 soccer World Cup. The recording of that concert, which went under the of Carreras-Domingo-
Pavarotti: the Three Tenors in Concert, went on to become the recording in history and

made the Three Tenors, Pavarotti , (7) rich and famous.

Toward the end of his career, Pavarotti went on to work with many famous singers outside of the opera
world to  (8) money for various children’s . This led him to gain even more fans, (9) with

younger music lovers. His death (1) the world of music wondering where its next great tenor will

come from.

(A) ambition (B) beloved (C) wildly (D) especially (E) leaves
(F) passing (G) believed (H) raise (I) career (J) leap
1) 2) (3) 4) (5)
(6) @) (8) 9) 10
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1. beloved [br'lavd] adj. i% & & 11. household ['haus,hold] n. FJe

2. passing ['paesig] n. 3 £ adj. @& Hiren 12. set foot in v. phr & > ; S

3. span [spen] v. 4% 13. superstardom ['supevstardem] .

4. decade ['dsked] n. + # AHBE L L

3. generation [, dzene'refon] n. * ; £ & 4. tenor ['tenac] n. § B 5

6. arguably ['argjuebl] adv. #%32 ; ¥ £ HEp 15. title ['tart]] n. $%48 5 &£

7. be responsible for sth. adj. phr. 5 -+ AT 16. best-selling ['best'selin] adj. 5 44 ¢

=% E]T? Fh AT 17. classical ['klesikl] adj. + & h
8. otherwise ['A0avwaiz] adv. & B 18. in particular prep. phr. % H & _
9. ambition [aem'blfen] n. :f?? Ei ; IR 19. charity ['t[ersti] n. % & @48

20. entire [in'tarr] adj. % B 7 ; >3
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